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The Spitzer Prize was created by Jack and Charlotte Spitzer,
who were passionate supporters of the School of Social
Work at BGU. Jack initiated the Sister City relationship
between Seattle, Washington and Be'er Sheva in the late
1970’s and through that process, got involved with the
University. Charlotte, a psychiatric social worker, gravitated
to the School of Social Work, and together they adopted
the Department, and led the drive to build its home, the
Spitzer-Salant School of Social Work Building.

Their son and daughter-in-law, Rob and Kathleen Spitzer, of
Mercer Island, Washington, have continued the family
tradition of supporting the School and the University.
Kathleen is a board member of the American Associates of
BGU, and Rob is actively involved in building research
connections between BGU and scientific institutions in the
Pacific Northwest. Together, along with support for the
School of Social Work, they have set up a fund to provide
scholarships to students at the University of Washington to
study at BGU.

The Department of Social Work, Ben-Gurion University is
proud to award the Spitzer Prize for significant contribution
to the field of social welfare in the Negev region. This prize,
donated by the Spitzer Family, expresses the commitment
of the department and the Spitzer family to the Negev in
Israel's periphery. We know we can achieve excellence and
innovation in this region and we are determined to
encourage them both in the university and within the
communities that we are tied to in varied ways.
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Keren Ben-Shalom, social worker (MSW), mother of two, born and
member of Kibbutz Ein-Hasholsha in the Western Negev.

Since 2019, Keren has been the professional manager of the Avivim-Lev
HaNegev organization, which provides rehabilitation services to those
dealing with mental health disabilities in the community in the south,
financed and supervised by the Ministry of Health, by virtue of the Law on
Mental Health Rehabilitation in the Community.

Keren began her professional career as a social worker at the Ministry of
Health at the Mental Health Center in Be'er Sheva and later as a case
manager and deputy officer in the rehabilitation team of Rehabilitation
Basket in the Southern district.

Later on, she worked as a director and training director and professional
development field at Slav Services in the central region, as the coordinator
of the peer specialists program, a social worker at MEITAL-Counseling and
Support Center for Families and a social worker at an adult clinic at the
Be'er Sheva Mental Health Center. During these years, she simultaneously
mentored social work students, social workers and directors of
rehabilitation services.

Keren's work is characterized by a constant pursuit of innovation and
development of quality, unique, person-oriented rehabilitation and
recovery services with an emphasis on professionalism above all.

As part of her work at the organization Avivim Lev Hanegev, Keren worked
together with Ms. Dana Chaim to develop and implement the paradigm of
poverty-aware social work practice, developed by Prof. Michal
Krumer-Nevo, in housing services for persons with psychiatric disabilities
in Be'er Sheva. This ground-breaking program combines 2 different
professional practices into one model, that provides a holistic and
integrated response to people challenged with mental health difficulties
alongside dealing with poverty and deprivation. Keren was able to recruit
decision-makers at the Ministry of Health, who approved the initiation of
an experimental program to include the elements of poverty-aware work
alongside the elements of the mental health rehabilitation and recovery
work in the housing services.

The program enables the provision of services to mental health service
users who, without their participation in the program, would probably
have fallen through the cracks and their condition would have
deteriorated. The program allows to provide a comprehensive service
attending to different aspects in service users'lives, as opposed to services
users'previously fragmented experiences when facing different offices and
services when each service provides only a partial response to their many
and complex needs.

Today the program serves as the first pilot in the field of psychiatric
rehabilitation in the Ministry of Health.

Keren believes that every person has the right for self-fulfillment, to realize
their desires and ambitions to one’s full potential inherent in oneself,
regardless of limitations or life circumstances one faces.

Keren believes that the answers and solutions to benevolent coping are
found in the people and as professionals we must be attentive, go-along
with the person on the path they choose to take, learn from the person
what is right for them, be there to lay infrastructure and develop plans that
will help each person to fulfill himself.

DIJW-|]2 NP

Keren Ben-Shalom

X127 Manl NT'9',0MeT NaX L (MSW) NYINWNID NTAIY DITw-[a g
270NN 02 NITEn-|Y

710NN 2010 29-D11X X W NI 19NN 20 17,2019 MUn
NIF'oal N1 DINTA 197 N'WO1 172N DU DTTINNNT DIy MY
7N WO1 1 DIF'W FIN 9NN NIXM2N TIWN

NINTAN TIWNA NP ANRY NPIN'YI0 DTV NWINETAN 12T NINN DX
NEN N JI9'W0 NANNND JWANAI YVIP-1N1 U910 NINYAT 121N
DTN TINNA D' J0 J¥ DIj'wn NI

'WIYPAN NIN'ONI N21TAN DINN NI NWINTA NININD NTaY wnm
N'IN'YI0 NTAIV ,D'NAM DN'AY NN NI 1NN KA 198 <A
D221 X9 NYIN'YID NTAVI NINSWNT 2N YIV' 121n-3'NMA
D'UATIUO 9'2N2 N2TA 19N 02 WA X2 W91 NINNTAT 1M

.DI7'¥ NNA0N "INl 0"IN'YI0 DFTAIY NMIN'YID NTIAYYT

J¥ NIN'OI NWTNI NTANA NO'NWA NMMOXNN N7 J¥ ANTIAY
JU wAT DU AnINal DTX 2101, 0UTINY 0UNIDN DY NNt
.J20 19T NIVIYIN

D"N 117 '220 DU TN NJU9 17,2200 27 DX [N ANTIAY 110N
NNNIOY IV NUTIN N'IN'YID NTIAY JW ANATIoN J¥ nununl NiN'oJ
wo1 'TTINNNT 2NN TR 'ANWA 21 Mg 9am 'ong T gy
D"UINN DN NINTIY 127N 0T Y19 N12IN2 12 .Uaw-112
WONAN NNX 22 M7 NNN TN TN 127 NIRIY NIYIYENA NIF'0E00I
NITTINNN T¥7 0"Wol 0"WP DV DTTIMNAN D'WIXT 0071 Nun |nn
NIYINNN 31 NN MIUN NAIUYT DIMJ N9y P .1onni iy oy
0'2'2110 72 NX N2IN2 N7'2RN NI NN NN NINNAN TIwna
MINNNI DIF'UN NTIAY 98 01010 92 TYI Y DUTin ATy Jw
XJ19¥ DTTINNNT DY [N MEONA NIINA AN T MN'eA
Q' DAYl MIXD'DN 2 0790 I XN 922 NU2IN2 DNIONNEN
722 XN N2 )M NN IR DTTINANYT NPOXN 03 112 TN
DY DTN DTN 2 JI¥'9 T NI NN 9m 9N ,0atn 120N

.00 DNDIYT 1272 'PIN NN [N NN 30w0

I'MIO'NY NN, IMIINT NN INYY DX BT NI2TA 0T 927 2 n1Nn
MU 0"NQ NIA'01T IX NJ2017 WP NIT 2 [In0n INYIOIoN XITna
0'NYN1 N2'0'A NITTIMNNT NRNNONI NRILAN D NN F . TTNNN
127172 OTXN DU 1299 ,DIWE NI 0'Y VINTNA 'WIRDI D'IND TN
NN9JI NIMUN NINJ T2 OW NIMYT NIV [121 1N DTN TNTT  TUIN

MYV NN 0'wINT OTX 27 1V"0'W NINON



Ms. Dana Haim, a social worker (MSW) for 15 years, in partnership with Ohad
and mother to Lenor, lives in Be'er Sheva. Dana was the manager of sheltered
housing in the field of psychiatric rehabilitation at the "Heart of the Negev"
service for 5 years. She is currently the coordinating Officer of psychiatric
rehabilitation services in the Southern District of Israel at the Ministry of Health.

Dana came to study social work at Ben-Gurion University in the Negev and to
live in the city of Be'er Sheva by chance without prior familiarity with either the
SW profession nor the city. She fell in love with both and they became part of
her identity.

At the beginning of her journey, the field of mental health was off-putting to
her thinking she would never engage in this path. But like many choices Dana
took in her professional path, her entrance into places that are not taken for
granted turned out to be the most profitable and growth-spurting for her.

The values that are at the foundation of mental health rehabilitation involving
the Recovery paradigm: putting the person at the center and seeing them as
partners and mentors in their own recovery processes, fascinated Dana and
made her want to be part of this field.

At that time, psychiatric rehabilitation and recovery were a relatively new field
in Mental Health, that was rapidly developing following the Mental Health
Rehabilitation Law. This exciting time made the rehabilitation arena innovative,
full of initiatives dominated by spirits of activism. This reality opened up the
possibility for her to take part in something new while influencing and creating
with others. As a result, over the years Dana worked in a variety of positions in
the field of mental health.

In parallel, she was exposed to the paradigm of "poverty-awareness social work
practice" developed by Prof. Michal Krumer-Nevo. She deepened her learning
on the subject and supervised students and social workers according to the
approach.

As a result, Dana began questioning current customs and practices in her work
with persons with psychiatric disabilities. The way she sees, understands and
works with the mental health population shifted and from this place it was
clear to her that she wanted to develop a poverty-aware rehabilitation service
for this population.

Throughout, Dana's work is characterized by a constant aspiration to listen to
the voice of service users as experts of themselves and their lives. In tandem
she exhibits creativity, flexibility resulting in the unique development of
high-quality person-centered rehabilitation and recovery oriented services.

As part of her work at the organization Avivim Lev Hanegev, Dana worked
together with Mrs. Keren Ben Shalom to develop and implement the paradigm
of poverty-aware social work practice in sheltered housing services for persons
with psychiatric disabilities in Be'er Sheva. The program enables the provision
of service to mental health service users who, without their participation in the
program, would probably have fallen through the cracks and their condition
would have deteriorated. It also allows to provide a comprehensive service
attending to different aspects in service users'’ lives, as opposed to services
users’ previously fragmented experiences when facing different offices and
services when each service provides only a partial response to their many and
complex needs.

Today the program serves as the first pilot in the field of psychiatric
rehabilitation in the Ministry of Health.

Social work, according to Dana's personal perception and vision, should
strive to treat personal problems also as social problems and as a result of
this SW should always try to identify the places where the authorities we
work in find it difficult to provide relevant needs to service users. From
this she feels a moral and professional obligation to produce accessible
and respectful alternatives for them.
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Sigal Price

Sigal Price is a social worker, married mother of three, and resident of Mabu'im
for 20 years. She currently serves as Head of the National Assistance Program
for families who have suffered sudden losses at "Bishvil Hahayim." Sigal began
her career in substance use rehabilitation, working under the Prisoner
Rehabilitation Authority and later joining the Israel Prison Service, where she
provided treatment to prisoners, specifically those with drug addictions.

Following the 2010 Mount Carmel Forest fire, Sigal led the Prison Service
Casualty Assistance division in the South, which increased her expertise in
aiding bereaved families. This experience emphasized the significance of
cultivating and maintaining relationships with bereaved families, offering
unyielding and adaptable support to suit their changing needs and grieving
processes. She also witnessed families' post-loss growth and resilience in the
midst of tragedy.

In 2017, Sigal joined "Bishvil Hahayim," which assists families coping with loss
from car accidents, homicide, and suicide. As the manager of the Be'er Sheva
center, she expanded services, collaborated with authorities and community
professionals, and raised awareness of available services, particularly among
the Bedouin population.

Since 2019, Sigal heads the national assistance program for families who have
experienced sudden losses at "Bishvil Hahayim', overseeing four assistance
centers. She focuses on improving the recruitment, training, and supervision of
social workers. She emphasizes the importance of loyalty, dedication, and
professional skills based on social work principles when treating bereaved
families.

Sigal's future vision is to expand the services provided to bereaved
families and increase cooperation with social service departments and
other organizations. She also aims to increase the number of therapeutic
staff, particularly in the South, and improve care for the Bedouin
population by developing culturally and linguistically appropriate care
for all families in need.
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Previous Spitzer Prize Recipients
Moriah Weismann (2021)

Tehilah Robbins (2021)

Dr. Michal Komem (2019)

Kher Elbaz, SD (2019)

Odelia Carmi, SW (2016)

Khalil al'Amoor (2014)

Mrs. Amal es-Sana al-Hajooj, SW (2012)

Rosa Antonina Naveh (2010)

llana Azuli, SW (2008)

The Department of Social Services of
the Local Council of the Gaza Coast Area (2006)

Irit Inbar, SW (2004)
Ronit Avram (2002)
Genet Yitzhak (2000)
Said Al Sana (1998)
Ovadia Rabi, SW (1996)

Francis Ackerman, SW (1994)
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