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Elective B.A. course — Spring semester 2024
Thursdays 12-14

Prof. Jackie Feldman
Office: Building 72 room 382 :- jfeldman@bgu.ac.il

The memory of the past plays a central role in the collective work of culture. The course
will examine changing forms of Holocaust and genocide testimony, representation and
commemoration. Among the subjects to be studied are: the debate over uniqueness and
comparison of Holocaust and genocides, commemorative sites and ceremonies,
Holocaust tourism and museums, the Holocaust in digital media, and the politics
shaping commemoration of Holocaust and genocide in Israel and elsewhere. Students
will participate in a trip to a Holocaust museum, summarize and present articles in class,
and write an empirically-based final paper, which will be presented at an early stage of

research in class and submitted at the end of the semester.

Skills - The course is designed to:

e Improve reading comprehension and oral skills in the English language.

e Develop a critical and comparative view of the role of present-day politics in
remembering traumatic pasts — as expressed through discourse, monuments,
museums and ceremonies.

¢ Raise awareness of the challenges of the commemoration of the difficult past in
a digital age.

e Apply theoretical perspectives (from articles and class discussion) to present-

day commemorations and narratives of the Shoah and genocide.

Requirements and grading:
e Required attendance and active participation in class and in one excursion to a
Holocaust museum. Students are expected to read all assigned articles or

podcasts before class and be prepared to discuss them. All class discussions will
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be held in (slow, intermediate) English. Students will upload written responses
to questions on 4 of the readings (in English or Hebrew) in the course of the
semester. Responses should be uploaded to Moodle by 1 pm the day before
class. In addition, students will be expected to pose questions (in writing and
orally) to fellow students, when they present their outlines in class during the
final weeks of the semester (15%).

e A 15-minute presentation in English (with power point) of one article in class
in the course of the semester. The article can later be incorporated in the
literature for the final paper. Instructions for presentation will be provided
(10%).

e Research paper on one of the sites or practices of memory/commemoration of
the Holocaust/genocide. Following my approval of the subject early in the
semester, towards the end of May, students will turn in a 4-page preliminary
paper (in English or Hebrew) and present a short (10-15 minute) discussion of
their paper in English in class during the final month of the course (15%). The

final paper (in English or Hebrew) will be turned in in mid-August (60%).

Class materials and required readings:

There will be changes in readings. The final version is the one in that appears in
the Moodle unit for that week. For each week, one (or sometimes two short)
article(s) from the list will be designated * as required.

Lesson | Date Topic Required (*) and elective
number readings
1 29.2.24 Introduction: 7o01's - BaR
Holocaust and Oron — Genocide (definitions)
genocide
*The Yad Vashem Law
(1953).
*Sanford, V. (2009). WHAT
IS AN ANTHROPOLOGY
OF GENOCIDE?
2 7.3.24 Individual and *Assmann, A. - Memory -
collective memory Individual - Collective
3 14.3.24 The Holocaust asa | *Levy and Sznaider -
global memory Cosmopolitan Memory of the
Shoah
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https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740414
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740414
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740446
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740446
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740446
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172

Rothberg —
Multidirectional Memory - p.
1-28.

28.3.24 The politics of *Friedlander - Memory of the
Holocaust memory | Shoah in Israel
in Israel FPMRIR Hn DuRT - ININ2
Lustick - Four Constructions
4.4.24 Holocaust and the Ozyurek - Muslim minorities,
politics of identity in | Germany, Holocaust memory
Germany Moses — TBA
11.4.24 Holocaust, memory | Watch film of Yael Bartana,
and politics in
contemporary "Wall and Tower"". by
Poland aNRD WP DT 7RI - RINT2
DINLIN
* Zulewska - Polish-
Israeli relations on
current Shoah memory
laws
,29-43 "ny - 2OIW - B3 IN°
133-134
Tripto Holocaust museums | *Goldberg, Amos. 2012. The
Holocaust ‘Jewish Narrative’ in the Yad
e Vashem Global Holocaust
TBA Museum. Journal of Genocide
Research, 14(2), 187-213.
James Young. 1993. The
Texture of Memory:
Holocaust Memory and
Meaning, New Haven: Yale
University Press, pp. ??.
25.4.24 Witnessing, trauma, | *Kidron - Comparing Jewish-

and
intergenerational
transmission

Israeli and Canadian-
Cambodian legacies of
trauma

*Choose two interactive
English-language testimonies
— one of a Holocaust survivor
and one of a genocide
survivor from the Iwitness
(USC) website.

Vamik — Transgenerational
Transmissions and Chosen
Traumas

Pinchevski - Trauma and
Media
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https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1762521
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1762521
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https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999

8 9.5.24 Shoah, colonialism, | *Bashir, Bashir and Amos
Tentative | Nagba Goldberg, TBA
date Dirk Moses, The Holocaust
Catechism, TBA
9 16.5.24 VR, AR, and *Shandler - Holocaust
Holocaust/genocide | Memory in a Digital Age —
memory podcast
DITVIR INRD WP
Feldman, J. & Norma Musih.
2023. "'Selfies in Auschwitz:
Popular and Contested
Representations in a Digital
Generation'', Memory Studies
16 (2): 403-420.
10 23.5.24 Social media and Ebbrecht-Hartmann &
curators of Henig, #Uploading Holocaust
Holocaust memory | Kansteiner - Holocaust in 21st
Century
*Benzaqguen - Holocaust
Testimony on Social Media
11 30.5.24 Presentation and
discussion of student
papers
12 6.6.24 Presentation and
discussion of student
papers
13 13.6.24 Presentation and
discussion of student
papers
14 20.6.24 Summary &
conclusion
15.8.24 Final papers due
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