Cultural Trauma in Israel and Germany, (2 CPs)

Spring Term 2014
Lecturer: Dr. Michael Elm

Center for German Studies, BGU

E-Mail: elmm@bgu.ac.il
Office: Helen Diller Family Center, Building 74, R. 327

Course Number: 1801007301

Location: Building , Room 
Time: Tuesday 16-18
Course Language: English

This course will seek to illuminate the use and abuse of the trauma concept in Israel and Germany. The Greek term ‘trauma’ means ‘wound’ in English and was applied by Sigmund Freud when describing events that transgress the capability of the self (Ego) to cope with them. In this respect it was derived from individual suffering and subsequent therapeutic treatment. Nowadays it is frequently attributed to entire nations or other collectives as a consequence and symbol of derangement after overwhelming social catastrophes like the Shoah or the terror attacks of 9/11 in the USA. This change in the use of the term necessitates additional theoretical reasoning. We will discuss the history of the trauma discourse and look at its relevance for various societies, especially in Israel and Germany. 

Course Requirements:

Attendance and class participation: 20%

Presentation in class (2-3 pages): 20%

Paper (8-10 pages, due to 15.08.2014): 60%

Attendance required, two unexcused absences permitted

Course Schedule:

4.3
Session 1

Introduction to the subject

German Israeli Modernity

11.3
Session 2

Defeating Hitler in Cinema
Text: 
Michael Elm
18.3
Session 3 

Study Day: How to Remember Trauma 

Text:  
Jeffrey C. Alexander, 'Cultural Trauma-A Social Theory', in: Jeffrey Alexander Trauma, Polity Press, Cambridge 2012, pp. 6-30.

25.3
Session 4

 Generational Accounts

Film:
zwei oder drei dinge, die ich von ihm weiss, (Two or Three Things I Know About Him) D.: Malte Ludin (Omengl. U) / Because of this war, D.: Orna Ben-Dor Niv 

Text:
Jürgen Reulecke, 'Generation/Generationality, Generativity, and Memory', in: Astrid Erll / Ansgar Nuenning (ed.) Cultural Memory Studies, De Gruyter, Berlin/New York 2008, pp. 119-125.

01.4
Session 5

 Cultural Trauma in German Film
Film:
Am Ende Kommen Touristen/And Along Come tourists, D. Robert Thalheim

Text:
Jeffrey Olick, Bernhard Giesen

08.4
Session 5

Terrorism in Germany
Film:
Black Box BRD, D.: Andres Veiel 
15.4
no Session 

Pessach
22.4
Session 6

The Armenian Example
Text: 
Belinda Cooper; Taner Akcam: "Turks, Armenians, and the "G-Word""


World Policy Journal; Fall 2005; 22, 3; pp. 81-93.
29.5
Session 7

Anti-Semitism and Poland Journey’s in Israeli Memory

Film:
defamation by Yoav Shamir

Text:
Jackie Feldman
06.5
no Session

Independence Day 
13.5
Session 

Blending the Past – Weimar in Israel?

Text: 
Avraham Burg, Chapter 4 ‘Defeating Hitler’ and Chapter 5 ‘Remembering the Weimar Republic’, in: The Holocaust is over we must rise from the ashes, palgrave macmillan, New York 2008, pp. 27-44, 45-68.

Text: 
Jeffrey Alexander, Shai Dromi, 'Holocaust and Trauma: Moral Restrictions in Israel', in: Alexander Trauma, Polity Press, Cambridge 2012, pp. 97-117.

20.5
Session


Educational Efforts in Germany

Text: 
Harald Welzer:, ‘Collateral Damage of History Education: National Socialism and the Holocaust in German Family Memory’, in: Social Research; Spring 2008; 75, 1, pp. 287-315.

27.5
Session 

Slavery and the Formation of African American Identity

Text: 
Ron Eyerman: “Cultural Trauma. Slavery and the Formation of African American 

Identity”, in Jeffrey C. Alexander et al. (2004), pp. 60-111.
03.6 
Session  

Cultural Trauma and Western Modernity. 

Texts: 
Jeffrey C. Alexander, “Holocaust and Trauma: Moral Universalism in the West”, in: Jeffrey Alexander Trauma, Polity Press, Cambridge 2012, pp. 31-96. Jose Brunner, “Trauma and Justice. The Moral Grammar of Trauma Discourse from Wilhelmine Germany to Post-Apartheid South Afrika”, in: Austin Sarat, Nadiv Davidovitch, Michal Alberstein (eds.) Reading, Healing, and Making Law, Standford U.P. 2007, pp. 97-118.

10.6
Session 

Postcolonial Trauma - Palestine
Documentation: The Iron Wall by Muhammed Alatar or Private Investigation by Ula Tabari
Text:
Interview Peter Grabher & Ula Tabari, in The Horrors of Trauma
17.6
Final Session

Open for Proposals

Lit.:


Jeffrey C. Alexander: ‘Toward a theory of Cultural Trauma’, in Jeffrey C. Alexander et al. (2004), pp. 1-30.

Dan Bar-On, Alon Lazar, Julia Chaitin, Tamar Gross, ‘Jewish Israeli Teenagers, National Identity, and the Lessons of the Holocaust’, in: Holocaust and Genocide Studies; Fall 2004; 18, 2; ProQuest Religion, pp. 188-204.

Bernhard Giesen, “The Trauma of Perpetrator. The Holocaust as the Traumatic Reference of German National Identity”, in Jeffrey C. Alexander et al. (2004), 112-154.

Wulf Kansteiner / Harald Weilnböck, ‘Against the Concept of Cultural Trauma’, in:  Astrid Erll / Ansgar Nuenning (ed.) Cultural Memory Studies, pp. 229-240.

Jeffrey Olick 'What Does It Mean To Normalize The Past?', in: Olick, Jeffrey (ed.), States of Memory: Continuities, Conflicts and Transformations in National Retrospection, Durham, Duke UP, 2003, pp. 259-288.

Uri Ram, 'Postnationalist pasts. The case of Israel', in: Olick, Jeffrey (ed.): States of Memory: Continuities, Conflicts and Transformations in National Retrospection, Durham, Duke UP, 2003, pp. 227-258.

Harald Welzer:, ‘Collateral Damage of History Education: National Socialism and the Holocaust in German Family Memory’, in: Social Research; Spring 2008; 75, 1, pp. 287-315.

Moshe Zuckermann, 'The Shoah on trial' / שואה, יהודים וציונות - גירסה חדשה, electr. resource / Die Darstellung des Holocaust in Israels Gedenkkultur", in: Flacke, Monika (Hg.) Mythen der Nationen.1945 – Arena der Erinnerungen, 2. Bd., Verlag Philipp von Zabern, Mainz, pp. 315-337

Film: 
Andres Veiel Black Box BRD (Terrorism in Germany)

Film: 
Ari Folman Made in Israel, (A new social contract in Israel)


