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The skeptic mind: Fear of decline and populist neo-right mobilization

The West’s military, scientific, and economic dominance in modern times is undeniable. This
hegemony has been translated into optimistic theories, which universalized Western
experience and postulate continued human progress, increasing rationality and acceptance of
liberal values. Concurrently, a subterranean perspective has evolved, which predicts the
West’s imminent decline. Only recently did scholars begin to pay attention to this paradigm,
particularly since the publication of Huntington’s thesis on the clash of civilizations.
According to this perspective, the decline sources could be both internal — moral and
demographic diminishing - and / or external, unfavorable interactions with other
races/cultures. This perspective’s legacy constitutes the main mobilizing source of the neo-
right European and American social movements. In the course, the main arguments of the
declinist outlook will be presented and discussed.
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