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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

Syllabus 

Department of Education  20 -  

Course Name: The Education System and the Challenge of Diversity   
 
Course Number:  
 
Lecturer: Dr. Yariv Feniger 
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Condron, D.J. 2009. Social Class, School and Non-School Environments, and 

American Sociological Review 74: 685-
708. 
 
Hallina M. T. 1994. Tracking: From Theory to Practice. Sociology of Education  
67: 79-84. 
 
Oekes, J. 1994. More than Misapplied Technology: A Normative and Political Response 
to Hallinan on Tracking. Sociology of Education 67: 84-89. 
 
Eder, D. 1981. Ability Grouping as a Self-Fulfilling Prophecy: A Micro-Analysis of 
Teacher-Student Interaction. Sociology of Education 54: 151-162. 
 
Yonezawa, S., Stuart Wells A. and Serna I. 2002. Choosing Tracks: "Freedom of Choice" 
in Detracking Schools. American Educational Research Journal 39: 37-67. 

Oakes, J. and Guiton, G. 1995. Matchmaking: The Dynamics of High School Tracking 
Decisions. American Educational Research Journal 32: 3-33.  
 
Burris, C. C., Wiley, E., Welner, K., and Murphy, J. 2008. Accountability, Rigor, and 
Detracking: Achievement Effects of Embracing a Challenging Curriculum as a Universal 
Good for All Students. Teachers College Record 110: 571 607. 

Gamoran, A. 2004. Classroom Organization and Instructional Quality. Pp. 141-155 in M. 
C. Wang and H. J. Walberg (Eds.), Can Unlike Students Learn Together? Grade 
Retention, Tracking, and Grouping. Greenwich, CT: Information Age Publishing. 
 
Sharan, Y. 2010. Cooperative Learning for Academic and Social Gains: valued pedagogy, 
problematic practice. European Journal of Education 45(2): 300-313. 
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Department of Education  20 -  

Course Name: The Education System and the Challenge of Diversity   
 
Course Number: --  
 
Lecturer: Dr. Yariv Feniger 
 
Goals: 

 
 
 
 
Course Chapters: 

Requirements: 
 

 

 Introduction: expansion, inclusion and differentiation 

 Expansion and differentiation: the cases of the US and Israel 

 Tracking and ability grouping 

  

 Pedagogical approaches that enable learning in heterogenous 

classes   

 School integration 

Components of final grade: 
 
Participation                           1 %  
 
Reading reports                      20% 
 
Final paper                              70% 
 
Total                                        100%     
 

This course explores the tension between differentiation and inclusion in 
modern education systems, with a special emphasis on the Israeli setting. We 
will discuss topics such as ability grouping, tracking and social integration. 
Using empirical studies, we will examine equality of educational opportunities 
under educational policy of inclusion and under educational policy of 
differentiation.   
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