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“l..] a wealth of legend
accumulated around his
personality, with historical
recollection and authentic
fact being mingled with
visionary pronouncements and
anecdotes of other holy men
.1 The legend is crystallized
in two important documents,
whose sequence of publication
is a matter of controversy.
One is the collection of
three letters written in Safed
between 1602 and 1609 by
Solomon (Shlomel) Dresnitz,
an immigrant from Moravia,
to his friend in Cracowl...|”
The second document,
Toledot ha-Ari (“Biography
of Ha-Ari”), appears in
numerous manuscripts from
the 17th century; one version
is published under the title
.Ma‘asei Nissim (“Miracles”)
However, M. Benayahu has
published a complete edition
of this recension (1967) and
argued that it served as the
basis for the source of Dresnitz’
letters. Benayahu considers
that the book was compiled
between 1590 and 1600 by one
of the scholars of Safed, and its
various recensions circulated
widely in the Orient and
Italy. This, the first kabbalistic
hagiography, compounds
fact and imagination in its

biographical account of the
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life of the saintly man. There
is no doubt that the legend of
the Ari was widespread, and
circulated earlier than the
written sources treating his
mwxtan) kabbalistic teaching
KON RN

Gershom Scholem, “Luria,)
Isaac”, Encyclopedia Judaica,
(Jerusalem 1973
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