
 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Dafna Schwartz (Economist) is the head of the MBA track in 
Entrepreneurship and Hi-Tech Management at the Department of Business 
Administration. She is also director of the Bengis Center for 
Entrepreneurship & Hi-Tech Management, Guilford Glazer Faculty of 
Business and Management. Her specialization areas are: Entrepreneurship, 
Economic and Business Development, High-Tech Industry, Start-ups, 
SME's and Regional and Local Economic Development.     

She is an economic consultant in Israel and abroad (including projects and committees of 
the EU and other international institutions), with experience as a board member for many 
leading Israeli corporations. Currently, she serves as a member of the boards of: Teva 
Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd., Strauss Group Ltd. and Bank Hapoalim (and previously of 
the Oil Refineries Ltd., Rotem Industries Ltd., Al-Bad Massuot Yitzhak Ltd., Israel Discount 
Bank Ltd., The Israel Small and Medium Enterprises Authority and others).  

Dafna is a member of the Israel National Council for Research and Development and of the 
EU Expert Group on "Policy Relevant Research on Entrepreneurship and SME's". She also 
takes part in the European Commission as the Enterprise and Industry Director General. In 
addition, Dafna is a Member of the Committee for the Prime Minister's Prize for 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation.  

She was nominated as one of the 100 most influential people of Israel's economy in the 
year 2011 by the Israeli economic journal "TheMarker".  Prof. Schwartz received a B.A. in 
Economics from Tel Aviv University in 1973, a M.Sc. in Agricultural Economics and 
Management from the Hebrew University in 1977 and a Ph.D. in Economics from the 
Hebrew University in 1990.   

Prior to joining the University (1999), she was Director General of the Development Study 
Center, an independent and nongovernmental institution engaged in research and training 
activities related to economic and regional development in Israel and developing countries.  
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