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Cultures of Human Reproduction:
Assisted Reproductive Technologies in Israel,
Poland, and France

Anna C. Zielinska, Post-doctoral Fellow, Jacques Loeb Centre for
the History and Philosophy of the Life Sciences

Monday, May 9th, 2:00 p.m.
Barkan Conference Hall (Building 70) (map)

(Coffee and refreshments served at 1:45 p.m.)

It is counterintuitive that in the age of globalization and medical tourism,
various Western countries differ so fundamentally in their approaches to
assisted reproductive technologies (in vitro fertilization, preimplantation
diagnosis, genetic screening and genetic consulting in particular). In my
presentation I will explore the cultural underpinnings of these differences and
reflect on the lessons that each country could learn from the others’ experiences.

Israel, Poland and France each possess their own unprecedented historical
experiences, and yet they remain in relative cultural proximity. Therefore, this
comparison is particularly instructive.

The Jacques Loeb Centre seminars provide an interdisciplinary forum in which scientists and
historians and philosophers of science present and discuss new science-related research with a special
focus on the life sciences. Case studies and surveys examine the impact of political, socio-economic
and personal factors on the conduct of science, the ethics of research, and the causes of progress and
setbacks.

Faculty and students from all disciplines are invited!
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