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The Tendency Towards the Narrative in the Babylonian Talmud:
Halakhah, Aggadah, and Historical Image

Itay Marienberg-Millikowsky, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Abstract

This article discusses the stories of the Babylonian Talmud from the point of
view proposed by the literary researcher Franco Moretti by pointing out the
problem of “the great unread”; that is, all the immense literary material that
for various reasons has escaped research attention, which, if only it had been
taken into account, might have made the accepted literary history completely
different. Eventually, this problem can lead to the use of computational tools
(as happened for Moretti, as well as for the present author), but, as this article
emphasizes, before choosing this solution, it is imperative that we dwell on the
problem itself. Among the many stories of the Babylonian Talmud, it is argued
here, a relatively small group of stories was canonized, while many others
remained on the margins of the research discourse, either because they did not
fit into the accepted genre frameworks of Talmudic literature, because their
level of narrativity turned out to be too low, or because their role in organizing
the Talmudic Sugya prevented researchers from seeing them as stories in the
full sense of the word. These phenomena, as well as many others, are all
consequences of the rise of narrativity as an integral part of the Babylonian
Talmud and as the factor that shapes it as a whole, sometimes manifested in
developed and polished stories, but at other times having a relatively minor
impact. “The great unread” of the Babylonian Talmud is thus to be found more
than anything in what makes this Talmud what it is (at least from a literary
point of view): a composition with a continuous, infrastructural narrative
quality whose expression goes far beyond what is to be found in the corpus of
those stories that have mostly occupied researchers. In the article, the
implications of this claim are examined in two complementary contexts: how
narrativity affects halachic discourse, and how it affects the image of the
Babylonian Beit Midrash.
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Guidelines of the Genre “Judges’ Conduct of Judgement” in
Geonic Literature and Muslim Law

Neri Y. Ariel, Bar-Ilan University and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to provide a conceptual framework for the
comparative study of the genre of training books for jurists and judges
known as Adab al-Qadi. This genre has many representatives in Islam, and
several important studies have been devoted to it. The rediscovery of
extensive texts from the Cairo Geniza has opened the possibility for studying
Jewish-Islamic relations in light of a central institution: courts and legal
administration. This genre, which has its core in Islam and several significant
branches in Judaism, but whose roots are ancient, deals with a shared
thematic and has similar sub-themes in both branches. Each religion has
characteristics that distinguish it in the establishment of the genre. In this
article, I will focus on a comprehensive description of this literary genus,
with a thorough examination of the connectivity of the parallel structures it
comprises. The case study that stands at its center serves as a preliminary
typological examination of the attributes given to the judges in this genre.
The judicial titles and personal requirements and characteristics are meant
to reflect the appearance of justice in the eyes of the authors and creators of
the legal genre: it presents the figure and judicial temperament of the judge,
not only as someone who cannot be bribed, who will not pervert the law, etc.,
but also as an ideal of education and leadership and a role model. This article
does not pretend to exhaust the matters discussed in the whole of this genre.
Rather, it strives to present its raw discovery to the learned public and to
open it up for further study and discussion. At the beginning of the article, I
will present a new trend in the study of Jewish thought and the motivations
that have brought me to engage in it. I will then briefly review two of the
works of the Geonim in this genre that were discovered in the Cairo Geniza
and two of the first works that should be seen as later developments of it in
terms of time and place. I will extract initial buds concerning the study of the
judge’s profile in Halachic literature in the Middle Ages and will analyze
these attributes in comparison to Muslim Halacha, particularly to ibn Abi al-
Dam’s Adab al-Qadi, a later compilation that dealt with the subject in a
comprehensive manner. Finally, I will summarize these reflected aspects of
the figure of the judge and the primordial contours for adjudication derived
from the examined texts. I will also raise the question of inter-religious
relations for further discussion and will suggest several directions that
should be developed in the study of this new trend.
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Image and Ornamentation in Jewish Book Culture
in the Middle Ages: Methodological Remarks

Katrin Kogman-Appel, University of Miinster

Abstract

The three-way relationship between patrons, artists, and viewers poses
some crucial methodological questions that have been repeatedly and
intensely considered in the recent art historical discourse on illuminated
manuscripts. If we are to decipher the meanings or explicit messages of
images correctly, we ought to attend first to the question of who would
have determined these meanings and messages and who would have
designed the overall appearance of the images and their specific features.
An artistic mind aware of the full potential of the impact the visual has on
any given viewer’s perception, perhaps? Or a patron with a particular
theological or political agenda? To whom would such messages have been
addressed? Would the potential addressees only have been erudite viewers,
or might they have been uneducated individuals as well? Art can function
as an active message-bearer on the one hand or as a more passive reflector
of social circumstances and cultural processes on the other. This paper
discusses several cases in point and views them in light of recent
methodological considerations in the field.
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A Textual Network of Technical Texts:
Background, Methodology, and a Case Study

Gal Sofer, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Abstract

Throughout the history of philological-historical research, several traditions
of textual analysis have evolved, the most famous of which was developed by
the German philologist Karl Lachmann (1793-1851). In this article, T describe
the methods of textual analysis that are generally used today, in addition to
providing a methodological approach for analyzing and comparing technical
texts (i.e., texts that invite the reader to test them by executing the
instructions that are written in them) by applying the network paradigm as
a descriptive, exploratory, and explanatory tool. The nature of open
technical texts calls for a discussion that emphasizes the uniqueness of each
text, while explicitly recognizing how they are connected within a broader
textual network. To illustrate my point, I will discuss the connections
between the Summa Sacre Magice, Liber Razielis, and Liber Bileth, all of which
are texts that deal with summoning and controlling demons.
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Et per ista nomina [Yox7 mnw2a1]: Anoch, Cechagby, Oyha, Synan,
Negare, Synas, Pleuretheas vel Techas, Thenare, Agyn, Ya,
Preyoth, Scoch, Ceth.

,173 : 0203 3w 1RD 1172 »75 LT12 awonn apionn nx DRIR 1070 7180
1) Adamyel ow% w1 (Eloy) pwxan ownn minwn nnwa IR annnd
*NINAW XM N30 17 .Ceth owa 9m311 1KY 2 nnna, 210 ,(Azamyel
N*IWPa 023377 2IR3 DER 0°237 %3 77192 A0I7 (XD WO, NO0IAT AT9IRG T80
M3 IRNY 0°913° 1R 1997 02330 IR 95 Sw axnwan 19 nanp LT1
ara NIBW 9507 : (N T NYW PXIDIIT DR 9ARY ,wynY) oovoIa 0vv7an

J.P. Boudet, ‘La magie au carrefour des :1x7 .31 > Yy 7nomd vopun Yw NI 47
cultures dans la Florence du Quattrocento: le “Liber Bileth” et sa démonologie’, M.
Ostorero, J. Véronese (ed.) Penser avec les démons: démonologues et démonologie
.(Xllle-XVlle siécles), Firenze: SISMEL — Edizioni del Galluzzo, 2015, pp. 313-344
.17 IMRM NN (172 »IDY 1IRY TR AN 17 772 YW AT I

P. Schafer, S. Shaked, :1%7.7pw1 0w >7> ¥ 72y2 1MOMD 12DW 7113 WVPI 1T 48
Magische Texte aus der Kairoer Geniza, vol. 3, Tlibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1999,
.pp. 118-126

SSM1, 8v: Unde incipiens aparte vocatoria circueat sepcies circulum vel locum 49
ubi est. si sine circulo operatur, a levo in dextrum si latinus est vel grecus et a
.dextro in levum si hebreus vel arabs

119



7970 93

51 Anoth) n°°v%a 7° *ansa axIv1 MdYANT — MBdYANN ¢ MR t NIRD
nmyY Deus Yd) 7/ am21vw mnw L,(Brach %1m Anoch, Ueath
Synan) ¢ mxm s MR Yw nv%nn; 191,(Ghyela nmyY Deusyd, Ghy Hela
IR ,0°p0M D°2727 TW Lj2md w2 *(Cynas n»mwY Cynan, Synas nmiy?
S1273 173 0°237 %1 YW X277 19DIN? 0IpnaY 211%93
Liber 712°mi7 nx @K% 13X ,7¥37°D2 AXIIT 93 ,7IWY WHAR RN
NIp°vRIE HY 0°001aN PN — 0°31 0°192°1 13 OPTIPA PYNS Y oY ,Bileth
nyawn YW nIpPupan PV 0vINK ,0°%0n 0PIYIND 018 DR N1PYIVOX
D3N 7RI YI3W OPTIPA ©PNAN [N IR RIT VY2 DO SZ.OIRYM DTW
AT 9PRMI) TONWH RIT POXR YAPHT W MINTPIN NIIWRY ,NOu5? nv9avn
nyawna mpo1y LB n1wp .n1ava 7wy nnrn axna 920 nxen (LB yapn
PYY DY RIAW IO (ANYD TI7 2w 012,792 ,IRDN IR) v WA I
03 3W?,739°771 DPL YW 1237 217 DX NN NPHWRIT MIRNONAW AR Yy 53,1017
nI°¥Y %M ,N%IYN I3 NIIAR NPORPY MY NPIWY XY n1nn® nXn
,995 772 °¥*37 013 ,IX IR LNV NPYIM (NYaD L,]°90) 2w 2291 Pavn
NIRMOIA NIWEARY ¥awn? »nnav 2avna Jin YR 012°0% mIa anmmn
:MIX2T NIRADIA NR 23 LB1 n7wpa x¥m1 198 MIXA0I 12 .m0 nrnwhi

LB1, 81v
et Petiel, Altiamel, Dethmusiel,
Gieu, la, Biach, id est per manum,
Ovadia, Geyhyel, Genel, id est
Deus, Aadyniel
[...] et per nomina XL et duarum | 2°PWI D°YIIX YW Mpwa [..]
literarum, explanatorum [...] @WBH MW ,N1NIR
nominum |[...]

Anath, Cachag, Ora, Sinan,
Negar, Ginas, Ptar, Cechag, Teva,
Agu, Yupoc, Seo, Ceth

.316-314 'ny (35 7IY7 2°¥Y) 71930 IRT 128 NPPRIVOPL NIYDIN NI IZP 11772 50

IR — 9N PN ORNM D237 270 33 W21,730 MY 2wnea 9157 00 g8, nohRivdonp 51
.01 0°LORPY 72 — NIPN2D RY

D. Pingree, ‘Learned Magic in the Time of Frederick 11, :3%3 77 op7ip 2y 52
.Micrologus 2 (1994), pp. 39-56

0% 'R ,/OYTWR o IR ,0IPW 3 XY IRYD WA 79T YW 07ay on Yy 53
,2ID10 73 3 51—9 /1Y ,017W DWI NXRM TINNNTA 0MPRR : MIPWI NIMI 07T, (N3711Y)
72 NL’OIIIR , PO NTIAY /ANPW NNDA 3IM ¥R NI1IDDA WP v oMY
7ywn
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orx 1997 o1 2w LB1 nwpa ,SSM1-23 LT1:2 wrxaw 213 1732 7103
YRR %Y POIAY, AT PP, 112 TWDRN 0iP1°2 LOPYI,NRT Y ATV 7T DTN
:NPNIR 277 DV RIT,ARNTY L2730 AR .IMWIW

Anath | 2ax
Cachag | ym
Ora | vp
Sinan | jow
Negar |
Ginas | v>
Ptar | w2
Cechag ans
apn

Teva | v
Agu | »
Yupoc | p1
Seo | pw
Ceth | nx

PRY,72¥3 1171 °1027 DRV NTMIR 271 DW YW 3T MITIX MAINDI 1177
,2°%3pn7 XY Hw 173 78 LB *xapn Yw 173 nx mo11 ox .32 7IRA% *n1n1oa
:PINW 1°IY NITIPI IR 03 193

LB1 LB2 LT1 SSM1
Petiel, Altiamel, 198 07w [Eloy Acynael,  [Eloy, Alcinael,
Dethmusiel, 1 Romwon |Acyrnyziel, IAthymyzyel,
Gieu, la, Biach, I YR0IIT Gutta, Brach,  [Gutha, Ueath,
id est per 2X37 |parmanhe, Permanhe
manum, Ovadia, MOKTIIW Madya, Ghy,  |Madya, Ghyela,
Geyhyel, Genel, 2X1N? Lela Deus, Yd, Deusyd,

id est Deus, Adamyel Azamyel,
Aadyniel

:nP21%om) Biach, id est per manum f79°%71 °> 2>I1% AR WA ARNWIT 1
7 Deus Yd o°519°8% %7apn ,LB2 nwpa w2 Yapn x5w (702 ,9m19

G. Sofer, ““And You Should Also Adjure :1x1 0»»v% LB *12°n2 nrnix 27n %y

in Arabic”: Islamic, Christian, and Jewish Formulas in the Solomonic Corpus’,
Esoteric Transfers and Constructions, ed. Mark Sedgwick and Francesco
.Piraino, Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2021, pp. 57-71
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MI373W 77,772 OPA 71T 0011 %1377 12 7DIXD O3 RYX 137 NN P71 RY 79173
7T Q2TINY DR 273 173,70317% ,LB2 nvawpa nbw axvapn nazon by yown
VOPY 77 PV NI X D¥TIDIN D7 AT IARN TIINT XYW NIAR NMWRAT,TTY
DY Y3879 NIIWY 1W 711791 ,°DI3PNV0A 1172 72173 NIWR 19R 95 .qon
21379X°N2 ¥7°091 VOPYI YW 157y NMYIYD

nwaa Y o'weabml vpaMvean P72 A1 2%wa 0°72w i 1R
QPX2W 2°13 1HYI N1 PLAN bYW 777 ANON ,2PNBNVT VAT DX NIXW
0577 IRZM (FIWY DART ARNT 12 NIV 19n 1% ww) LB papna »wnia b
[annaw) Summa Sacre Magice yapn® owm ,Liber Theysolius yapny
VIV DR WIIDM 1URN RITW TIN L1346 NIW3 1NN 070 YY 1Y Ipon
,1D787 0°D011 0°13 W 7113, 1w 995 nnonw xYX .(Liber Razielisa nwyw
I3 DR JM23 7737 .77 WOPY NN NI APRY NPYRIVOPY MMM LW
.373 733K INIR

190,21 DIDIR WP IV XD ORW DTWR 0TI NINW MIYawna
Wy J5R1 awa yawnw n v InTind oMo arxw avwa SRS 0RvIn on
DI NITpoa noonw ,nyax X7 LB nyawp apoma waiema onnw
DTWR DR AT YAWNT WRanm ,AnnTY 70 .x0INA YW wnyd nznm
:LB1 p™wpa

LB1, 82r
Et si fueritis forte creatori nostro | IWp2an1 11781 T30 17N ORI
rebelles et verbis ac preceptis suis | 1750 ,PMTpo1 PMPRY TINA?
resistere  volueritis omnes in |, N3%:9nR nyxa 03713
spurcissimam lepram cadetis et | 73 7Y AR 03910 M
omnes de pessima  morte .PBO XY
proculdubio moriemini.

YW T2°12 a3 ¥°DIn 372 .JRD 0N IR X5W 0’001 Q°%2pn1 ¥ A7 147
:‘[5?3-'( PPWY NIONAT IYAwT NIRNDIA 0¥ 2702 ,°1Wi7 79502 ,2IR3

3T 037 93 772 SP0YT PPYNT MARD TINY? 79137 7ORA 7D ORIV YW ARMp 55
.LB1 nwpaw 7137 y313 77720 ArR

1’2 0% 2Ip2 M DT 2P I — W A0°5N2 PN YW onmim ways Ny by 56
DT 71202 YIIRNI DOYAWA :0nD YYA 0730 ,T0WIDaY X (IR — 0730
.74—66 'nY TN, 78—51 ‘DY ,N70WN D°YWIT 07 °19°2 AD1IPR
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SSM1, 60r
Ut tu N., vel tales N. spiritus vel | 3 m7,79173’D X /D ,AnX 7197
spirituum, in lepram purissimam(1)®” | n¥I8% 79 S LI
totus incidas et mala morte moriaris. | 70°? MAN ,ANPa (1)INA0R
In profundum penarum proiciaris, | 2 %P Dwny? 1owvIn vy
quia ad exorcismata mea facta modo YW YW 77172 nwyw nvawi?
Salomonis non venisti, vel non | X ,A¥31 X7 (modo Salomonis)
aparuisti, vel non obedivisti ut | YPPIRR N7 XY W ,NYDIT XY
conventum fuit tempore magni | 7T VIR RT3 D30 53
magistri nostri Salomonis. .. e TTPW

291 1IRNW MR TPYINT 23 11122077 1991, LT papna v 1K 01 10
bw nmon 1227 Liber Bileth 1aw 91°na 1pon wo Liber Theysolius 1593
1723w 933 : 75 NXRT MDY 9311 ANY .(CIWDK NY2 K? IV °3 DR) NP TP YIXRA
IR, DVIVY WP2IW N°DIAPIVOTT TIPONT TINNN 15,0°DNIWH 033 NI N
D13 IR OX 1YW 7IpHA .(NIND X INT 771°30) TV 1732 IRW N 29D 1
, WP DIRA WY 12 VOPYIT DX TINRI APWH NV 12 8nw 03 LT yapn »
*5Y> NyI¥a OPRA 121,LB yapnn vopu? ox nwea an»n 2Ixav 10w 0
DIPRW 0°D0I DWW 0°IM12 1R IWKRD NI 717730 NIDIT WA MWDK .0°IWN
DPYYW 01D DWRR O 37 AnNT YRIVOPYI WA M PPY ORI
NRYYA 25w 2DNPI00AN 1PTY 29 URW AYW3A DYIT DR DD vy
DIRID YAV M0 03 20nw opTIpa 1¥n LT1 nmwp 05 7721vR .nvwnn
WP %.NI0M* N7 N2 NN,/ INIP FIITY NIRRT DX 19102 2157 3739
(1)TR ANIR T DY INPNYM TIWY WHAR RN 011000 YW anind i
SSM yapn »112°m LT papn *112°n ,amIRni Y39 ,79wy wnni ar® %3 a8
3 MIYWAT DR NPINN 0°D0I D°BNIWH 0713 YW AN LRI TN 132007
S AWY YIR3 12 A7 DR MINKRI 20pwn A LT yapn maen
JNDI OR .INT AR T TIVWT DR NPIAN XPII2 TI0Y WHNT RN TN annom
2190 7092 19X 23R WA LB papmy LT yapn *1120nw »i 31 mvwn Yy
NPT IR TIP0MT WIWIRI Y700 757R17 NDDI NPLIA A1PRIR L]0 IX T3
7 DIRWY IR IRV DD ,D°VOPLI NR WINM 12271 PI°D VIR M2
IR2IMI QORI 1R 72IWNY T 1IN T PPYM A2IWDY Y N1RY i WY
913° ,77IN7 DX (Scias bene) 2w yIw on» °5 PIR3 21D 72,702 NN

.LB1 nwpaw (10172 nommn/nav1vni) spurcissimam w57

D. Gehr, ““Spiritus et Angeli Sunt a Deo :1x7 opTIp2 233 YW Mn MMon Yy 58
Submissi Sapienti et Puro”: il frammento del Magisterium eumantice artis sive
scientiae magicalis. Edizione e attribuzione a Berengario Ganello’, Aries 11, no.
.2 (2011), pp. 189-217
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5991987 753 — NIIXP IX NIDIX — MNW NIYAWT 2IN3Y 73 °PI0DI WHNWI?
,2IR3 77177 PR ,9201077 DX NIN0M YPRIVOPYIT N2 PI°DT NYIVD 05 19N
, Y793 PARMT DR T3 2IRIW IO .pOIY KT 12 DRV DX AV YT'W 1
DOPLA MIX’PAD WIDY ,‘scias bene’ APxa wxI Ypnb W awIn IR
2x¥1Y 1ann7 YW 15797 03 17 19X NPYRIVOPY MPWBW ,75 DX VXX ORIPHT
DNW 071190 Y¥2AY (IRT) Y30NW AN — RYW IR YNNI — MY DX
60,7771 DDHNI 1OR 2IRA 12 IAR TP DY D2YI NMIX .LOPYLI

,719I0Y Y3112 1YW NIIWWT DX 7573 1DIRI 3%*°2 NV WP DX, IX I3
™77 ,1°YXIVOPLI N3P NMawnna Tin,Liber Theysoliusy Liber Bileth
JPRIPN DR TINRI Gpw X2 stemma codicum nnatTa *o7R BT3 MXUW
MROPY PO N/RIPI 1Y NINTYI DPRINMT DR 7207 WY 77 PN 773,577
W NnYWINA 70NN V2 AN DTN AT A0 DWW PYn LI
TPXPIT .0NXY QP NYHT 07NN °1Y3A N127 2°HYD 0DNI RINW DD LOPLI
VWD’ DIV 1T IWDRY T3 PDAT DX (2WINN) INRY DWRANT 1
"7 DR 70°1517 ,1IN1n PPWR NInba 237 RO ,wINmn 77131 N’ in an
10V I IPREHN YW 0D 1A% 7187 ,79°0% .nvInRA NP7 777 urtext
(Data Scientists) 0°110377 11 »pI0 2w onIWAY 01V 02957 AN 2IRWY
D™IPWY 7IN1 7P 7375 D73 31X 6LpI9a 0PYYI TR A VIR P, PYoa
TIPPM 1°2 YN WDR? 775 993 LPDIRI M7 15 H¥I ,Ppnni 2¥nY oxrNA
172 7157 775 TIN NAPOM YW AT IO ,NINWA NP2 MRNWT ,1pnY
015N ,0MIPP /0% T P Y T IDINA LN ARIPI N30 Yy
.0°1W 0°VOPYI 072 TWYIT WIWM

927 DMINR :NPYYIPIN NINITINN NAwa

125 eopLR YW bRt AMIARD 0 9237 TIPDRR PIM MMpIn
ARMPA DIAN2 73DAN XY WRhaw 10T U3 LRI SADMw ANNw3
T ATHYNT,AWIRI NI TN PYH AN 22237 Tinbnn v apnnm

SSM1, 56v: Et talem coniurationem contextam ex factis et dictis vel rebus tue 59
legis, tu viet potes aptissime fabricare et longam vel brevem facere si scias bene
.ea que sunt tue legis

QW DDA N. 4 305, (35 WA YY) IDIWIXT 60

I. Meirelles, 7 P2 %7 0750330 MR VI YTR YW RTPORIT Y 61
‘Visualizing Information’, J. Flanders, F. Jannidis (eds.), The Shape of Data in
.the Digital Humanities, New York: Routledge, 2019, pp. 167-177

I. Marienberg-Milikowsky, ‘Digital Research : %7 n17m w2 b 1 9pnn %y 62
of Jewish Texts: Challenges and Opportunities’, A. Bar-Levav, U. Rebhun (eds.),
Textual Transmission in Contemporary Jewish Cultures, New York: Oxford
.University Press, 2020, pp. 15-25
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,R*IP NI301 NY*apY AWV NBYM’ NYIYD 03 113 ,(D°1W D°VOPY 7W) NN
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https://bavli.genizah.org/Content/pdfFile/Introductions_B/Introductions
Heb/%D7%94%D7%9B%D7%99%20%D7%92%D7%A8%D7%A1%D7%99
%D7%A0%D7%9F%20%D7%9B%D7%9IEY%D7%94%D7%93%D7%95%D7
%A8%D7%94%20%D7%A9%D7%9C%20%D7%94%D7%91%D7%91%D7
.%9C%D7%99.pdf

P. Sahle, ‘What Is a Scholarly Digital Edition?>, :1x7 n1%037 nan 5y 71y 64
M.J. Driscoll, E. Pierazzo (eds.), Digital Scholarly Editing: Theories and
Practices, Open Book Publishers, 2016, pp. 19-40
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Studying Hasidism: How much Knowledge?

Dov Schwartz, Bar-Ilan University
Abstract

There are many debates about the beginnings of Hasidism, which can be
arranged on the scale from kabbalistic system to religious experience. This
article does not deal with this question and does not attempt to suggest an
approach concerning these debates. Rather, it claims that these approaches
are based on a language. There is no doubt that this language is a
kabbalistic one, nor that it is based on Lurianic Kabbalah. This article claims
that clarifying this kabbalistic language is a necessary tool for studying
Hasidism and supplies a few examples concerning zimzum and creation in
order to prove this methodology.
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Tigqun ha-Paradox: Joseph G. Weiss, Gershom Scholem,
and the Lost Dissertation on R. Nahman of Bratslav

Jonatan Meir, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Abstract

Joseph G. Weiss (1918-1969) arrived in Jerusalem from Budapest in December
1939 and enrolled at the Hebrew University, where he studied Jewish history,
Jewish philosophy, Kabbalah, and general philosophy. He attended lectures
by Julius Guttmann, Shmuel Hugo Bergmann, Yitzhak Baer, Gershom
Scholem, and others. Weiss initially intended to study the medieval poetry
of the Jews of Spain, and even wrote several articles on Hebrew literature,
yet he quickly drew close to Scholem and the study of Kabbalah. He adopted
a rather critical attitude toward developments in Palestine and appears to
have refrained from political engagement at this time, notwithstanding the
Zionist fervor in the spirit of Martin Buber that brought him to Palestine in
the first place. He received his M.A. from the Faculty of the Humanities in
1947 and proceeded to write a doctoral dissertation under Scholem’s
supervision, at first on R. Nahman of Bratslav and subsequently on the Baal
Shem Tov. The complicated history of the dissertation on dialectical faith in
the teachings of R. Nahman that he submitted in 1950 has long been shrouded
in mystery, circumstances that have given rise to spurious claims made by
journalists and scholars alike who have sought to portray Scholem in a
certain light. One such rumor, which is utterly devoid of any basis in fact,
claims that Scholem compelled Weiss to leave Jerusalem for London due to
his refusal to accept the dissertation. Others have read the affair as a sort of
mythological struggle between two research approaches: historical-
philological versus spiritual-existential, an interpretation that is far
removed from reality. The events, it seems, served as fertile ground for
scholars in search of an imaginary anchor for their own ideas, a smokescreen
for a new approach. A significant breakthrough came with Noam Zadoff’s
publication of an important selection of Scholem and Weiss’s
correspondence, which sheds light on several key issues. With that, a
complete account of the dissertation, presented in its full context (not to
mention developments over the years in Weiss’s approach to the study of
Bratslav Hasidism), has not been provided to this date, and is presented here
for the first time. New material from the Schocken Library archive, the
Central Archive for the History of the Jewish People, the archive of the
Hebrew University, and various archives held at the National Library of
Israel, including the voluminous correspondence between Weiss and his
friend Samuel Miklos Stern, allow us to present a far broader and more
accurate picture of the events. This is a significant contribution not only to
the study of Scholem and Weiss, but to the history of Jewish Studies at the
Hebrew University as a whole.
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We have had not only the great pleasure but also the great
privilege of listening to Professor Scholem’s account of
BUBER’S INTERPRETATION OF HASIDISM, and I am not
using the word “privilege” lightly, nor as a set phrase for votes of
thanks. It may interest you to know that it was a privilege to
listen to this afternoon’s paper because this was the first time that
Professor Scholem has given his view publicly on the fascinating,
exotic and at the same time fantastic texture through which
Hasidism entered, via Buber’s prolific output, into European, and
consequently American, literary consciousness — both Jewish and
non-Jewish.

For over two generations we have become accustomed to seeing
the picture of Hasidism with the imaginative eyes of Martin
Buber. Professor Scholem’s challenged this picture and his
challenge is thus a major contribution not only to Jewish
scholarship in the narrow sense, but also to the history of ideas.
Some fifteen years ago, when | was an undergraduate student of
Professor Scholem’s in Jerusalem, we had a seminar on early
Hasidic texts during which Scholem in a Socratic method of his
own, withheld his critical views of Buber’s work from us
undergraduate students, in order to let us find out the truth for
ourselves. This most non-committal silence Scholem has kept for
many years. This afternoon for the first time he has broken the
silence about Buber’s concept of Hasidism. It is in this sense and

to a great extent it will stand the test of time. But his interpretation is not rooted
in the texts of Chassidic ideology, but in his personal philosophy’.
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against this biographical background that | called our presence
here at this lecture “great privilege”.!#?
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Gershom Scholem, ‘Martin Buber’s Hasidism: A Critique’, Commentary 32 144
(1961), pp. 305-316; idem., ‘Buber and Hasidism’, Commentary 33 (1962), pp.
.162-163; idem. The Messianic Idea in Judaism, New York 1972, pp. 227-250
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Shaul Magid, ‘For the Sake of a Jewish Revival: Gershom Scholem ;(13 fvin
on Hasidism and Its Relationship to Martin Buber’, Scholer and Kabbalist: The
Life and Work of Gershom Scholem, eds. Mirjam Zadoff and Noam Zadoff,
Leiden and Boston 2019, pp. 40-75; Yaacob Dweck, ‘Gershom Scholem and
YY) 01w owIa 177 ; America’, New German Critique 132 (2017), pp. 68-69
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Joseph Weiss, ‘M. Buber, Tales of the Hasidism: The Early Masters (Review)’, 146
Journal of Semitic Studies 3, 1 (1958), pp. 103-104; ‘M. Buber, The Legend of the
Baal-Shem (Review)’, Journal of Semitic Studies 3, 2 (1958), pp. 205-208;
‘Martin Buber — 1878-1965: The Search for Truth’, Jewish Observer and Middle
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is of very high value. On the one hand, he investigated all available
sources of early Hasidic Literature and submitted them to a searching
analysis which brought out many facts, hitherto overlooked by
competent scholars. An excellent example for his method is furnished
by his article on A Circle of Pneumatics in Pre-Hasidism. On the other
hand he went beyond the establishment of such new facts by putting
forward in a masterly manner novel theories on the social implications
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of a variety of Hasidic doctrines such as Communion with God
(debhequth) and meditation in Prayer (kawwanoth). His papers show
not only his full familiarity with his special field of study but also a
deep understanding of the problem involved in the interpretation of
texts which by their very nature present considerable difficulties. He
arrived at solutions of intricate problems which certainly demonstrate
his extraordinary gift of independent critical power. At the same time
it should be pointed out that the candidate made full and fruitful use of
his wide reading in mystical literature generally and in the relevant
modern research on it. His contribution will have to be considered by
mr i 4.all scholars dealing directly or indirectly with the subject’
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Nachman habe ich inzwischen das Hauptwerk von meinen
Buchbinder zuruckbekomen. Ausserdem habe ich hier den
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For those who are adamant on the cut-and-dried definitions of an
Essence of Judaism School, Nahman of Bratslav must pose some
deeply disturbing questions. To the unbiased historian, who takes
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experiences and in the richness of Jewish phenomena, and wishes
to draw on a wide canvas, Nahman will prove an unexpected
witness.'s
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When Wittgenstein Meets Maimonides:
Analytical Philosophy and its Potential Contribution to the
Study of Jewish Thought (and vice versa)

Noam Oren, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Abstract

Jewish thought can be seen as a collection of encounters between Jewish
texts, thought, rituals, and the external culture. The clearest and most
well-known example of such an “encounter” is Jewish thought in the
Middle Ages, with an emphasis on that of Maimonides and his successors,
which was largely shaped by their encounters with Greek philosophy.
Similarly, many modern thinkers, such as Herman Cohen, Franz
Rosenzweig, and even Rabbi Kook and Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik,
developed and shaped their philosophy following encounters with
contemporary European philosophy - Neo-Kantian philosophy and German
idealism.

In this article, I will adopt this perspective, viewing Jewish thought as
a “sequence of encounters” and pointing out a new and fascinating
encounter that is currently taking place: the encounter between Jewish
thought and law and analytical philosophy. It will begin with a brief
presentation and overview of analytical philosophy and will then turn to
examine and discuss the implications of the encounter that has taken place
in recent decades between analytical philosophy and modern Jewish
thought for the worlds of research and philosophy.
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‘Also see Facebook’:
Jewish Studies Research and the Social Media

Mordechai Miller, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Abstract

Social networks are saturated with knowledge that is relevant to academic
research in Jewish studies. However, the flow of learning today is one-way:
from academia to social networks and not the other way around. While
academic publications are often shared on social networks, references to
social networks can barely be found in scholarly journals in Jewish studies.

This article focuses on the social network Facebook as a case study and
contains three main parts. First, it presents a general snapshot of what is
happening on Facebook in the context of Jewish studies in Israel. Second, it
demonstrates the two aspects of Facebook’s effectiveness: functional
(Facebook as an arena for disseminating information, finding information,
problem-solving, and weaving connections) and transformative (Facebook as
a lively arena that uniquely helps to shape academic knowledge and turn
“closed” knowledge into “open” knowledge).

Finally, this article calls for a change of situation in Jewish studies by
increasing the use of Facebook as a functional tool, utilizing its
transformative qualities, and assimilating the new knowledge that is taking
shape in academic publications. The discussion is accompanied by references
to bibliographical, ethical, and methodological aspects. The review of the
current situation and the analysis of Facebook’s potential contributions to
Jewish academic research is also relevant to other fields of study. This article
is intended to stimulate discussion on the fine line between the “academic”
and “non-academic” areas, including the possible fruitfulness of a meeting
between the fields.
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‘Facebook is challenging the traditional channels
of scholarly communication, and crowdsourcing
is changing the way in which | approach the
writing of history’ (Sikarsky 2013, p. 220).
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https://www.facebook.com/mordi.miller/posts/10227925994603108
https://www.facebook.com/jewishthoughtbgu/posts/4235765269839503
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1778041112485689/permalink/3268237993465986/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1778041112485689/permalink/3265893393700446/
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