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People migrate, change their place of
residence, set out on adventures or flee
for their lives; they immigrate and
emigrate, are haunted by homesickness
or never look back. People carry
suitcases packed with objects and
memoaries. Inside the suitcases, memories
and objects mix and merge; objects turn
into memories and memories become
objects. When they reach their
destination and unpack their suitcases,
it turns out that the memories and the
objects are one.

Objects are a substance that symbolizes
absence; they are the magic boxes that
encapsulate a life that is no more ("The
Sages of Transylvania", "Mother's Recipe").
Once they are set free, ohjects take on

a life of their own. Usually, a function is
found for them in the new place. Like

the immigrants themselves, objects

must reluctantly accept changes in their
appearance and purpose ("A Different Tea").

At times, they serve as transitional objects
that sustain the emotional bond with the
homeland, with that primary place of intimacy
and love. Scents, flavors, sceneries, dear
faces, and familiar body sensations are all
enclosed in the objects. Memaries of them
are invoked and reborn with each glance,

at the ohject, with every contact with or

narrative about them: a mother's book of
recipes stores the flavor and odor of home,
the tweezers capture the touch of mother's
hands, and the Narnia book - evokes the
feelings of childhood innocence and of home.

Other objects absorb the new world; longings
for the new place and the joy of the first
encounter ("My Jerusalem"), the hardships
en-route ("The Relay Race Cup," "A Journey
by Foot") and the sense of freedom upon
arrival ("Vanilla Flavored Freedom").

In this exhibition, people talk about objects
related to their transition to Israel. Their
personal staries infuse the objects with
meaning and life. In part, these meanings

are shared by entire generations, by whole
waves of migration and immigration, by us all.

The exhihition celebrates the inauguration of
the BGU Project for Research and Education
on Migrants' Lives in Israel - MigLives.IL.

Founding group members:

Prof. Julia Mirsky, Dr. Julia Lerner,
Prof. Nelly Elias, Dr. Jackie Feldman,
Dr. Galia Plotkin Amrami

Interviewers:

Vicky Ashkenazy, Shirin Marsiano
Coordinator: Dvora Kremer

Exhibit Photos and Design: Shai Zauderer
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For Laura, the figurine of Jerusalem
symbolizes a whole, harmonious and

safe life: "When | arrived in Israel, almost
immediately, perhaps even at the airport,

| felt a wholeness. | felt as if a supernatural
power put me on the palm of its hand and
watches over me. In Moscow, | felt torn to
pieces. Physically and emationally, on many
levels." The figurine is ever-present and
soothing: "It is always in my possession, at
the moment it is placed on the pianc. When
| open my eyes in the morning, | see it.
Sometimes, when | go away for a long time,
| take it with me."

Ms. Laura Mullokandov

Senior librarian and cataloging editor,
Zalman Aranne Library

Born in Dushanbe, Tajikistan
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Zviinherited the book "The Sages of
Transylvania" from his father, a Holocaust
survivar. The book contains information about
the lineage of rabhis and sages of the region,
and references his forefathers, who were
eminent rabbis. "Every page on which someone
from our family is mentioned, my father
marked with a note. | keep his notes... But even
if they were to fall out, | could find the page".."
The book is a link to the past, to the family's
history and heritage, but also offers inspiration
for the present: "When you’re young, you are
focused on building oneself, building your
family.... At a certain stage, when you've
already achieved many things, you search for
the wider historical context, where you came
from.."

Prof. Zvi HaCohen
Rector
Bornin Cluj, Transylvania
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"Today, | ask myself in amazement how
these feet... made it. How did they agree to
contain the pain of injuries till the end of

the journey." Shula traveled by foot from
Ethiopia to Sudan on the way to Israel when
she was twelve. "l indeed respect these feet.
It may be funny, but | really appreciate them.
What these feet did for me, for my journey...
That immigrant's journey is never really
over. | am not that strong girl any longer,
but, that physical strength transformed

into emotional power. | encounter different
thorns now and | am capable of stepping on
them."

Ms. Shula Mola

Doctaoral Candidate

Department of Communication Studies
Born in Doro-Woha, Ethiopia
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"When the tea is simmering on embers

in my home in Marocco and the family is
enjaying sitting around the table, time has no
significance.” Coming to Israel, Rachamim
left behind the unigue way of life of his
homeland. "Israel is not Morocco... in Morocco
| was a hible teacher... | remember my first
day of work in a post office in Israel. | wore a
suit and tie as | was used to and everybody
laughed at me... When | came home, | put
everything away... | understood that from

now an life would be different." The tea set

is an ornament, a reminder of thase tranquil
days in Morocco that Rachamim longs for.
"Drinking tea in Israel is different. C'est la vie."

Mr. Rachamim Marciano
Security Officer

Zalman Aranne Library
Born in Debdou, Marocco
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"When my mother baked a cake, the house
would fill with a powerful and comforting scent
and with that warmth that was characteristic
of my family. This is the experience | am trying
to recreate in my own home with the help of
her hand-written book of recipes." Klaris came
to Israel as a young physician, a mother and

a wife and had to leave her parents behind.
The Romania that she left was a Communist
state with oppressive censarship and a much
feared secret police: "The Communist bubble
was gradually bursting. Poverty was growing
and there was a huge discrepancy between
the demagogy and reality." Such a constricting
reality made it impossible for Klaris, as for

her husband and son, to develop persaonally
and professionally, and so they decided to
immigrate to Israel.

Prof. Klaris Riesenberg

Vice Dean, The Faculty of Health Sciences,
Director of the Joyce and Irving Goldman
Medical Schaol

Born in Suceava, Romania
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"When | decided to immigrate to Israel...

it was very dangerous to be alone... so

| made the non-official arrangements

for emigration in Lithuania (where in the
early seventies, there was a vibrant Aliya
movement). | came to say goodbye to

a close friend who after much hardship
received permission to leave for Israel...
and he gave me a porcelain cup, which was
a sort of a talisman. This cup was passed
along from those leaving for Israel to those
who were still awaiting permission. "l also
passed it on to a family that was waiting...
They live in Ganei Tikva now."

Prof. Joseph Kreimer

Department of Industrial Engineering
and Management

Born in Baku, Azerbaijan
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"I brought along to Israel the books on
Narnia... that | received from my older
sisters on my Bat-Mitzvah, because Lucy,
the protagonist is a little girl looking to
belong... and | did not want to stay behind
alone in the US when my sisters made
Aliya.." There is an additional meaning

to the books: "In our house, there was a
closet that could be opened by a button
and we used to stare all kinds of stuff
there. We called this closet Narnia". The
books symbalize far Jill "My precious
corner in the house where | grew up, and
my longing for this innocent and sweet
place; the connection to my sisters and a
feeling of belonging to my family".

Ms. Jill Ben-Dor

Director of the Department of
Donor and Assaciates Affairs
Born in Farmingdale, NY, USA
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"The waord exile accurately captures my
experience. The language at schoaol was not
ours, the teachers did not know us, you had to
fight on the street ... | felt | did not belong”.."
David grew up in a community of Holocaust
survivors in a hostile environment. "When |
moved to Israel, | immediately felt a sense

of freedom... It turned out that here, you can
just go down the street and get an ice cream.
It felt like | arrived at a place that is mine...
Although it's just a trivial matter, it was a
powerful emotional experience. In Antwerp |
could not buy kosher ice-cream in the street.
Coffee shops were also off limits: you could
get into trouble with drunken anti-Semites
there, or anti-Semites who were not drunk."

Prof. David Leiser
Department of Psychology
Born in Antwerp, Belgium
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Seemingly simple and instrumental, the
tweezers symbalize a mother-daughter
covenant and are a source of inspiration for
a strong and independent feminine identity.
Sheila witnessed the Islamization processes
in her homeland. "In my teens, very grave
changes began to take place. They imposed
upon me and the women around me
something very alien to us... They wanted to
push me to the margins of the society, but |
struggled for my gender, my existence, my
place." Sheila was compelled to leave Iran
and considers herself a "political refugee.”

Ms. Sheila Moussaiey
Lecturer, Department of
Middle East Studies
Born in Tehran, Iran
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MigLives.IL

The Project for Research and Education on Migrants' Lives in Israel

Two-thirds of Israelis are immigrants or children of immigrants. In addition, thousands of
migrants and asylum seekers are living among us. Yet, the experiences of migrants in Israel
are seldom given voice in public discourse and are not a significant component of the Israeli
ethos. In denying or suppressing our own experiences of “otherness” we, as a society,

have become insensitive and unaccepting to those who are different from us. If we are to
create a tolerant and cohesive society, we need to give voice to our lives as migrants and

as children of migrants, to study migrant lives and to educate about them. The MigLives.

IL project was established to act as a catalyst for tolerance in our society by collecting,
documenting, researching, and disseminating knowledge and education about the lives of
migrants in Israel.

The exhihition "Objects in Transition" celebrates the launch of the
MigLives.IL project at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.

Avraham Baron Art Gallery

Zalman Aranne Central Library, ground floor
Marcus Family Campus

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva
April 5th through September 30th, 2016

8:30 a.m.- 7:30 p.m.





