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Liberation Theoloqgy in Latin America, Africa and Palestine.

Dr. Leonardo Cohen

2. Points (M. A)

The course presents a global vision of the development of Catholic liberation theology,

with particular emphasis on the cases of Latin America, Africa and Palestine. Liberation



theology is a synthesis of Christian theology and socio-economic analyses, that emphasizes
"social concern for the poor and political liberation for oppressed peoples." Beginning in
the 1960s after the Second Vatican Council, liberation theology became the

political praxis of Latin American theologians and afterwards was developed in other
places like Africa and Asia. Throughout the course, the different versions of liberation
theology will be presented, from an historical and religious point of view. The course will
take place in English.

Final degree:

80% Final Homework

20% Active participation.

Sylabus

1-Background to Latin American Theology of Liberation: Conquest and Colonialism
(1492-1808).

David Thombs, Latin American Liberation Theology, Boston-Leiden, Brill, 2002, pp. 1-64.
Phillip Berryman, Liberation Theology. The Essential Facts about the Revolutionary

Movement in Latin America and Beyond, pp. 1-28.

2-The Medellin Documents (From Medellin to Puebla)

Alberto Rossa ed. The Theology of Liberation — Selected Writings, pp.11-92.

3-Christianity, Socialism and Revolution

David Tombs, “Latin American Liberation Theology,” pp. 137-157.



4-Marxism and Religion

Philip Berryman, Liberation Theology. The Essential Facts about the Revolutionary
Movement in Latin America and Beyond, New York: Pantheon Books and Beyond, 1987,
pp. 131-159. “The Urgency of Christian-Marxist Dialog.”

Denys Turner, “Marxism, liberation theology and the way of negation,” in Christopher
Rowland, The Cambridge Companion to Liberation Theology, Cambridge University Press,

2007, pp. 229-247.

5-Movie: Romero

6-Black Theology

Edward Antonio, “Black Theology”, in - Christopher Rowland, The Cambridge Companion

to Liberation Theology, Cambridge University Press, 2007, pp. pp. 79-104.

7 -Christianity Faces the Challenges of Africa:

Jean-Marc Ela, My faith as an African, pp. 115-136.
8-The Bible and the Liberation: A Palestinian Perspective.
Naim Steifan Ateek, Justice and Only Justice. A Palestinian Theology of Liberation.

Maryknoll, NY, Orbis Books, 1989, Pp. 74-114.

9-Palestinian Liturgy at the Via Dolorosa.



Contemporary Way of the Cross. A Liturgical Journey along the Palestinian Via Dolorosa,

Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center.

10-Ritual, Sacraments and Liberation Theology.
Gustavo Gutiérrez, A Theology of Liberation, History, Politics and Salvation, New York:
Orbis Books, 1973, pp. 255-285.

J, B. Libanio, “Prayer”, in Alberto Rossa ed. The Theology of Liberation, pp. 145-149.

11- Feminist Theology.
Mary Grey, “Feminist Theology: a Critical Theology of Liberation”, in in Christopher
Rowland, The Cambridge Companion to Liberation Theology, Cambridge University Press,

2007, pp. 105-122.

12-Conclusions.



