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Course Description:

This is a research seminar intended to survey the literature on informal settlements as
a worldwide phenomenon, and its understanding as both a problem and a solution to
the pressures of housing under rapid population growth and urbanization, or in the
wake of natural or man-made disasters. The course will also examine the various
solutions proposed over time for the transition of informal housing areas over time
and the processes of formalizing them and including them in the city. It will examine
informal housing in urbanizing and peri-urban areas, and in the aftermath of natural
and human-made disasters.

The course is given as a reading seminar. Students have to choose a topic within the
wide literature on informal settlements and how to deal with them in the context of
rapid urbanization. The students will research it throughout the semester by
identifying, reading and reviewing the most significant literature on their chosen
topic.

Course Objectives:
e Understanding informal settlement as an historical and human process.
e Examining the phenomenon from different disciplinary perspectives
¢ Reviewing the policy and planning response to informal settlements and its

change over time

Course Structure:
Seminar: Total # of Points: 2
The class will meet every two weeks for 3 hours.



Course requirements: (Include required pre-courses, compulsory attendance, etc.)

Reading course bibliography, at least one book.

. Presenting a paper in class

1
2
3. Discussion in class
4

Final paper — a book review of one of the books in the bibliography

Structure of Final Course-Grade:

Component
1. Participation
2. Paper

Total:

Weight
60 %
40%

100%

A ""Pass™ requirement regarding final exam: ¥es/No

Lecturer Details:

Reception hours: Wed., 13:00 -15:00, Main Campus, Bldg. 72 Room 541F.

E-mail: yrofe@bgu.ac.il

Telephone: 054-4641088

Description of Meetings

. : Details C_:hapters
Meeting Date Subject(s) (as necessary) (in ckc))u rlie)e
textboo
Informal
1 23/03 Settlements as a
Problem
2 06/04 “
Informal
3 27/04 Settlements as a
Solution
4 11/05 “
5 95105 Policy_ and
Planning Responses
6 08/06 “
7 22/06 The State of the Art
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