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"Punk-Prayer" and Its Consequences: Religion, Art and Protest in Contemporary

Russia

My presentation will focus on the "punk prayer" in the Cathedral of Christ the Savior
in Moscow, an action by the group “Pussy Riot” performed in February 2012. This
protest action on the eve of the Russian presidential election provoked heated
debates and led to several legal and political changes that seriously influenced the

future trajectory of Russian society.

| am interested in the question of the boundary between religious and secular and
how this boundary is contested/reconfigured by different parties — depending on their
interests in the socio-political struggle. | consider this question in the context of

theoretical debates about post-secularity and so-called post-secular hybrids.

Particularly in the case of the punk prayer, this contestation has led to different
interpretations of the “prayer” itself, from a hooligan action to an authentic prayer,
albeit performed in an unconventional way. Behind each of the proposed
interpretations was a different configuration of the juxtaposition of religious and
secular — in this case, religious and political. | am talking about pro-governmental and

oppositional configurations as the two configurations that clashed in this conflict.

The result of this conflict was the victory of the pro-governmental configuration (i.e. a
concrete junction of religious and secular, religious and political, a concrete
embodiment of the phenomenon of postsecularity), which crystallized and
determined the further course of development of the socio-political situation in
Russia. In particular, many current processes can be deduced from this
configuration: the war with Ukraine, the acute conflict with the West, the
strengthening of the ideology of traditional values, the persecution of the opposition,

etc.
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