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Education 

1973 - 1977   BSc, Chemistry (physics enhanced 4 years program), Technion 
1982 - 1985   Ph.D., Chemical Physics Department, Weizmann Institute of Science 
1985 - 1987 Postdoctoral fellow, Physics Department, University of Chicago 
1987 - 1988 Postdoctoral fellow, Astronomy Department, Columbia University 
  
Academic experience 

1994 – present Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research (BIDR) and Physics Department, Ben-
Gurion University (Professor since 2001) 

1991 - 1994 Department of Mathematics, University of Arizona (Visiting Assistant Professor) 
1988 - 1991 Chemical Physics Department, Weizmann Institute of Science (Scientist) 
  
Awards and fellowships 

1977 Kolthoff Prize, Technion 
1984 Brenner Prize,  Weizmann Institute of Science 
1985 Dr. Chaim Weizmann Post-Doctoral Fellowship for Scientific Research   
1988 Wolf Foundation Research Fellowship 
1989 Bantrell Career Development Fellowship for Scientific Research 
1996 Sheba Prize, David and Paula Ben-Gurion Fund 
2017 
2018 

University of Bayreuth International Senior Fellow 
Phyllis and Kurt Kilstock Chair in Environmental Physics of Arid Zones 

 
Outstanding research grants 

2003 
 

James S. McDonnell Foundation Research Award. Title: Ecosystem engineers, a 
missing link in exploring biodiversity: A pattern-formation approach 

2023 ERC Synergy grant. Title: Pathways of resilience and evasion of tipping in 
ecosystems 

 

Research interests 

Pattern formation, front dynamics, complex systems, dryland and savanna ecosystems, vegetation 
patterns, phenotypic plasticity, community assembly, tipping points, sustainability. 
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