
Part III – The Reform Response: Efforts for
Israelization and a Struggle for Recognition
Elan Ezrachi
 The Attack on Reform Congregation, Kol Haneshama, 1986:
 A Case Study  185
Elazar Ben-Lulu
 An Israelization of the Israeli Reform Jewish Movement:
 A Typology of Positionality under Social Exclusion and
 a Struggle for Public Recognition 204
Orit Kamir
 Legal Proceedings for Tikkun Olam: The Legal Actions of the
 Reform Movement in Israel 229
David Barak-Gorodetsky
 ‘Between Brothers’? The Reform and Kibbutz Movements 251
Ofer Shiff, Elazar Ben-Lulu, Adi Sherzer
 Reform Judaism as an Israeli Movement: An Interview
 with Gilad Kariv  272

Part IV – Between Conservation and Renewal:
From Text to Ceremony
Dalia Marx
 Tfillat HaAdam as an Israeli and Reform Prayer Book 285
Nurit Eliassaf
 Intralingual Translation, Transfer, Archaization, and Modernization
 as Means for the Renewal of the Israeli Reform Prayer 305
Michael Marmur
 A Movement Finds Its Voice: The Journals of the Israeli Reform
 Movement, 1969-1989 326
Einat Libel-Hass
 Constructing Identity and Belonging through Reform Conversion 346
Michal Abramoff, Opel Arbel, Michal Muszkat-Barkan
 Ma’amad in Motion: Prayer Education in Noar Telem 368

List of Participants  390

English Abstracts  viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Elazar Ben-Lulu, Ofer Shiff 
 Introduction – Perspectives on the Positioning of the Reform
 Movement in Israel 7

Part I – The Israeli Perspective: Historical
and Sociological Aspects
Tamar S. Herman
 A Foreign Element? The Reform Movement in Israel, the Israeli
 Public’s Perspective 19
Avinoam Rosenak
 ‘And Thou Shalt Love’: Philosophical Insights into Reform Judaism – 
 Intermarriage and the Relationship between Israel and the Diaspora 63
Yehoyada Amir
 The Reform Movement in a Jewish Majority Society 81
Ofer Shiff
 The ‘Jewish Sages’ and the Marginality of the Reform Movement
 in Israel Society, 1958 99

Part II – The Orthodox Perspective: Rejection,
Resistance, and Marking Boundaries
Ofir Abu
 Reform Judaism and the Political Discourse around Israel’s
 Collective Identity: The Case of the Kotel Compromise 119
Adam S. Ferziger
 From Satanic Symbol to Interlocutor: Reform Judaism and
 Religious Zionist Rabbis 139
Nissim Leon
 ‘Digging Their Claws into Our Holy Land’: Reform Judaism
 as a Movement and an Image in Mizrahi-Haredi Discourse 162




