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‘These intellectuals share a common view of secularism, defining it in opposition to
religious practices and practitioners. Their secularism consequently finds expression in
a confrontation with what they perceive to be the values and ways of life of orthodox
Jews. This antagonism gives their discourse their strong polemical character, despite
the fact that they only rarely initiate an actual exchange of ideas with the religious
public. This is the imaginary basis of the polemic [...] Such an imaginary polemic has
narrowed the terms of debate and discussion regarding secularism in Israel to the point
where it has actually prevented the development of a serious discourse over this critical
aspect of Jewish life and Jewish identity, both for secular Jews and for Israeli society in
general’. Gideon Katz, ‘Secularism and the Imaginary Polemic of Israeli Intellectuals’,
Israel Studies, 13, 3 (Fall 2008) (Special Issue: ‘Israeli Secular-Religious Dialectics’;
Guest Editor: Gideon Katz), p. 43
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Haven, CT (forthcoming)
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