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Current assimilationist analyses of ethnicity argue that the
integration of ethnic minorities into the middle class weakens
ethnic boundaries and the ethnic identification of minority groups.
Contrary to these analyses, semi-structured interviews conducted
for the purposes of this dissertation with fifty-two middle class
Mizrahi and Ashkenazi adolescents indicate that although the
integration of ethnic minorities in Israel into the veteran-European
middle class weakens overt ethnic boundaries, it also facilitates the
emergence of subtle, covert ones.

Additionally, this dissertation demonstrates that the ethnic
identification of minorities is not erased or weakened by integration
into the middle class, but rather is transformed into a new ethnic
identity. Public discourse and practices lead adolescents to



experience themselves as subordinate or superior when they
encounter different types of food, colors, and space in their
daily lives, an inner experience that constantly reminds Mizrahi
adolescents of their distinction, shapes their ethnic consciousness,
and prevents them from perceiving themselves as middle class
subjects.

The analysis included in this work points to the limits of ethnic
structures. Varied experiences enable adolescents to choose a
Mizrahi or Ashkenazi identity according to shifts in circumstance,
to transition from one side of the ethnic boundary to the other
and be both Mizrahi and Ashkenazi — thereby undermining the
essential, divided, and dichotomous nature of ethnic categories.
Nonetheless, this work finds that the challenge of this phenomenon
to the social ethnic order remains limited, as the daily experience
of most adolescents consistently reinforces ethnic boundaries. As
adolescents oscillate between various characteristics, behaviors,
and feelings, they experience this movement as a back and forth
between discrete ethnicities, or between two sides of the ethnic
boundary. Therefore, they merely confirm and reproduce the
solidity of this boundary, or discrete ethnicity itself.

The current study suggests that the emergence of covert ethnic
boundaries within the veteran middle class is linked to the central
role middle class practices serve in constructing the Western ethnic
identity of dominant groups. By separating middle class patterns
from ethnic minorities, these subtle boundaries work to maintain
the dominance of the Ashkenazi ethno-class group.
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