Q Ben-Gurion University
JEC of the Negev

FACULTY OF NATURAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Introduction to fossils
206-1-1123

Seventeenth century illustration of ammonoid fossils drawn by Robert Hooke

Lecturer: Prof. Sigal Abramovich (sigalabr@bgu.ac.il)

Grading:
Identification of fossils: 3 quizzes during semester=50% and final lab exam=50%,

Requirements:

Pre-sessions assignment will be handled to and should be prepared before common sessions (not graded).
These assignments include list of terms and concepts that are designed to prepare the student for the
sessions.

Attendance with relevant course material (printed/photo copied) is required in all sessions.


mailto:sigalabr@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

Lecture topics:

Recognition of the major fossil groups, with emphasis on common invertebrate marine fossils of Israel.

Identification of approximately 100 fossils is required. Sessions will be as followed:

1.
2.
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Foraminifera.
Other microfossils (Nannoplankton, Diatoms, Radiolarians, Conodonts and Ostracods, and
Dinoflagellates).

Poriferans and Cnidarians+

quiz on Foraminifera and other microfossils.

Bryozoans and Brachiopods

Introduction to Molluscs + 2™ quiz on Poriferans, Cnidarian Bryozoans and Brachiopods.
Bivalves.

Gastropods

Cephalopods

Echinoderms, Trilobites, Graptolites and trace fossils+ 3" quiz on Mollusks.

10. Stromatolites

Fieldtrip:

A day tour at the Natural History Collection in Jerusalem (6 hours).

Course Bibliography
1. Clarkson, E.N.K. 1998. Invertebrate Paleontology and Evolution. 4th ed., Blackwell Pub. Oxford,

UK.

2. Prothero, D.R. 2013. Bringing Fossils to life-and Introduction to Paleobiology. 3 ed., Columbia

University Press, New York
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Useful www links: http://www.palaeos.com/Palaeo/default.htm

Tree of life web project: http://tolweb.org/tree [/
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