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Academic Writing (humanities)
ARTICLE WRITING WORKSHOP
Dr. Olga Kuminova

The workshop combines group instruction and individual consultations that enable the
students to write an academic article for peer-reviewed publication. The goal of the
workshop is for each participant to produce a complete, coherent, close-to-final draft
of an article by the end of the semester.

The frontal meetings combine lecture, discussion and practice in a range of writing-
related topics: from how to define one's research methodology, construct a content-
driven outline and overcome writer's block, through the rationales behind quoting and
citing rules and producing a focused, clear and coherent argument at the level of a
paragraph and a whole essay, to choosing a venue for one's work and dealing with
peer criticism.

The in-class and online workshopping of written assignments (giving and receiving
group feedback) and working in pairs as accountability partners provide a stimulating
framework for sustained and successful writing.

Week 1
Introduction to the course, getting acquainted, general discussion and goal-setting:

Writing as an instrument of communication and knowledge production.
Pre-writing techniques: freewriting, listing, mindmapping, outlining.
In-class practice: listing, mindmapping or freewriting.

Topic vs. thesis.

Constructing a focused argument in a short essay.
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The thesis paragraph.

Homework: Writing a thesis paragraph for a short essay.

Week 2

Workshopping the thesis paragraphs.
Paragraph structure.
Content-driven outlines.

H w0 nhPE

In-class practice: creating a short essay outline.

Homework, due in two weeks: Writing a short essay using the thesis paragraph and
outline.



Week 3

1. Cohesion and coherence: connections between ideas.
2. In-class exercise on grammatical and logical connections.

Week 4

Short essay due.

Workshopping the quotation and citation exercise.
Revising, editing, and proofreading.

Writing concisely, avoiding wordiness.

a s w DN E

Formal academic style.

Homework: Define the theoretical and methodological framework of your article.

Week 5

1. "Tools workshop™: a roundtable discussion of the participants' theoretical and
methodological frameworks.

2. Choosing an accountability partner for article writing.

3. What can be said about the structure of a humanities article.

4. Kinds of research gap and the structure of the Introduction.

Homework: Detailed outline of the article.

Week 6

Individual meetings to discuss feedback on the short essay.
Recurring technical issues — based on the short essays feedback.
Discussing the outline with the accountability partner.

H w0 DnhPE

Picking a target journal.

Homework: Selecting and analyzing a target journal.

Week 7

1. The rhetorical situation of the writing act.

2. "They Say, | Say" — Graff and Birkenstein: Entering the academic conversation.
3. Quotation technique, paraphrasing and summarizing, acknowledging sources.

4. In-class exercise: quotation and citation.

Homework: Summarize a source and situate it as a "they say" of your argument.



Week 8

1. Sharing and discussion of target journal decisions.
2. In-class writing: any section of the article.

Homework: Upload a revised section on Moodle forum.

Weeks 9-10

No frontal meetings

1. Individual consultation on the articles in progress.
2. Work in pairs with accountability partner.

Week 11

Group meeting

1. Around of progress reports in class.
2. Sharing the experiences of writing.
3. Giving an oral presentation: tips and advice.

Homework: Prepare an oral presentation or a Power-Point presentation on the article
in progress
Weeks 12-13

Work with accountability partner — continued.
Individual consultations.
In-class presentations and discussion of articles in progress.

S

Writing an abstract of an article, a conference talk or a PhD thesis.



Academic Writing (Social Sciences)
Dr. Orit Rabkin

Course Description

This graduate level, workshop-style course will train you in the types of writing
needed for your academic career. On the one hand, you will learn to write abstracts
for conferences and on the other hand you will be better prepared for writing your
professional texts such as your dissertation and articles.

The class will focus on effective writing skills using hands-on, practical examples and
writing exercises. The main components of the course are reading critically and
writing clearly in English on an academic level. This means we will be focusing more
on style and structure than on grammar; on effective communication and rhetorical
strategies.

You will be asked to complete reading exercises, to peer-review each other’s work,
and to write short papers.

Developing writing skills takes time. We will strive for improvement and not for
perfection. The goal is to set you on the right path. If you apply yourself, you will
experience improvement by the end of the semester.



POLITICS AND SCIENCE

Postgraduate Research Seminar

Professor David Newman

1. Introduction: Subjectivity and objectivity in science

What do we mean by “construction of knowledge™?
How do we “contribute” to knowledge?
Is there such a thing as “objectivity” in social scientific research?

How do we ask questions? How do we determine a research agenda?
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The positioning of the researcher and personal involvement in the research
process.

f. Academic language and obscurity: (The “hoax” article by Alan Sokal).
Reading: Ryder, 2002; Sokal, 1996.

2. Paradigms, theories and structures

a. How are universities structured? Who determines the boundaries between

disciplines?

b. Kuhn — scientific paradigms.

c. The quantitative revolution — means or an end?

d. The postmodern turn.

e. Multidisciplinary research — crossing the disciplinary borders (the Humphrey
seminar; the study of territory and boundaries).

f. Reading the literature of the “other”.

g. How do new theories become accepted? Self-citation, citing friends.
h. The case of ethnocracy (Yiftachel).

3. The mechanics and morality of research

Choosing your research topic.

Positionality.

Cooperation between professor and student.

Cooperation across the cultural or national divide.

Constructing questionnaires and surveys — leading the respondent.
The ethics of behavioral research and questionnaires.

Do we reflect public opinion or set the agenda?
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Data: Quantitative and qualitative data: Positivism and empiricism.
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Selective interpretation of data.
Forming pre-conceived conclusions.

4. Political bias and intervention in scientific research

a.
b.
c
d

Selective interpretation of sources.
Insiders and outsiders.
Using academic research for political agendas.

Government influence in setting the academic agenda — the House of
Representatives Report on Politics and Science in the Bush Administration
(“manipulation of scientific committees; distortion of scientific information;
interference with scientific research™).

In the service of the State?

Institutions — The Israeli case — Centers for Peace Research and Centers for
Strategic Studies (Merkaz Shalem, Givat Haviva, Ariel College; BESA,
Truman, Steinmetz and Jaffee Centers).

Reading: Committee on Government Reform, 2003.

5. Representations and texts
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Discourse, teaching, familiarity.

Textual and graphic representations of research arguments.
Semiotics and linguistics (West Bank case study).

Maps and visual images (the case of colonial cartography).
Graphs and statistics.

Dissemination of information through Cyberspace and Internet: Does the
borderless world change the way that we do science?

6. Academia as a profession
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Academic communities as professional guilds.

Exclusion and inclusion of minority groups in academic hiring, research.
Gender.

Affirmative action.

The promotion process: “publish or perish”. Are there political influences?

The supervision process: Who funds the student? Who takes credit?

7. The structure of Israeli academia

a.

Universities and Colleges.



b. The council for higher education and The planning and budgeting committee.
c. The Israel academy of sciences and humanities.
d. The Maltz committee.

8. Funding academic research

a. Academic gatekeepers in determining the agenda.

b. Private business and their economic agenda: the case of Hillman,
microbiology and the pharmaceutical industry.

c. National funding, international funding.
d. International funding agencies: Ford, Rockefeller, USIP, Macarthur.

e. Government funding agencies: What is the agenda? Cold War funding of
scientific research in America.

9. The publication process

a. Verbosity and word processors — self plagiarism.
b. Book series.

c. Journals and periodicals — the conflicting interests of authors, editors and
publishers.

d. Submitting and refereeing papers.

e. How are papers accepted or rejected?

f. Editorial boards.

g. What is “in” and what 1s “out”.

h. Fringe journals.

Publications and the promotion process — quantity or quality? League tables
and citation index.

j. Book reviews.

k. An Israel-Palestine case study: A comparative analysis of: Israel Affairs, Israel
Studies, Hagar, Jnl of Palestine Studies, the Arab World Geographer, Tchelet.

10. Conferences
a. Conferences, seminars and workshops — who organizes, who applies, who is
invited?
The mass event.
The professional workshop.
The international guilds (IGU, ISA; IBG, BISA; AAG; APSA etc;).
The funding dimension.

- o o o o

Student participation.



11. The role of academics in the political debate

Ivory tower academics.
Political involvement (Beilin, Hazan, Steinitz).
Writing for the media — op-ed columns.

Manipulation by politicians and “legitimation”.
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Involvement in government committees (the case of municipal boundary
commissions).

f. The case of the Israel-Palestine peace process and Track Il negotiations.

12. Political critique

a. The borders of acceptable critique?

b. McCarthyism and the delegitimization of ideas (Pipes, Amnon Lord, M. East
Review).

c. Targeting and naming — (the discussion in the Journal of Geography in Higher
Education — 1992 — Falah).

d. Academic boycotts (South Africa; Israel).

13. Israel-Palestine I:

i

“Land of Israel” studies or Geography?

b. The debate in geography — the Falah-Soffer debates (Galilee Judaization;
Bedouin sedentarization).

c. Planning as an agency of control — the literature.
d. Water geopolitics.

14. Israel-Palestine I1:

a. Controlling history.
b. The debate in archaeology,

C. The refugee question and the “new” historians.

15. Israel-Palestine I11:

a. Post-Zionism and its critique.
b. Threats to academic freedom in Israel.
c. Palestinian universities.

Tasks
Students will be asked to prepare a presentation of a political or scientific debate.



Students will be asked to prepare a workshop or a seminar on topic of political or

social contention.
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