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Ben Gurion University of the Negev 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
 

Commemorating Shoah and Genocide: Comparative Social 
Perspectives (in English) 

102.1.0074 
Elective B.A. course – Spring semester 2024 

Thursdays 12-14  
 

Prof. Jackie Feldman 
jfeldman@bgu.ac.il - :Building 72 room 382Office:   

 
 

The memory of the past plays a central role in the collective work of culture. The course 

will examine changing forms of Holocaust and genocide testimony, representation and 

commemoration. Among the subjects to be studied are: the debate over uniqueness and 

comparison of Holocaust and genocides, commemorative sites and ceremonies, 

Holocaust tourism and museums, the Holocaust in digital media, and the politics 

shaping commemoration of Holocaust and genocide in Israel and elsewhere. Students 

will participate in a trip to a Holocaust museum, summarize and present articles in class, 

and write an empirically-based final paper, which will be presented at an early stage of 

research in class and submitted at the end of the semester. 

 

Skills - The course is designed to: 

• Improve reading comprehension and oral skills in the English language. 

• Develop a critical and comparative view of the role of present-day politics in 

remembering traumatic pasts – as expressed through discourse, monuments, 

museums and ceremonies. 

• Raise awareness of the challenges of the commemoration of the difficult past in 

a digital age. 

• Apply theoretical perspectives (from articles and class discussion) to present-

day commemorations and narratives of the Shoah and genocide. 

 

Requirements and grading: 

• Required attendance and active participation in class and in one excursion to a 

Holocaust museum. Students are expected to read all assigned articles or 

podcasts before class and be prepared to discuss them. All class discussions will 
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be held in (slow, intermediate) English. Students will upload written responses 

to questions on 4 of the readings (in English or Hebrew) in the course of the 

semester. Responses should be uploaded to Moodle by 1 pm the day before 

class. In addition, students will be expected to pose questions (in writing and 

orally) to fellow students, when they present their outlines in class during the 

final weeks of the semester (15%). 

• A 15-minute presentation in English (with power point) of one article in class 

in the course of the semester. The article can later be incorporated in the 

literature for the final paper. Instructions for presentation will be provided 

(10%). 

• Research paper on one of the sites or practices of memory/commemoration of 

the Holocaust/genocide. Following my approval of the subject early in the 

semester, towards the end of May, students will turn in a 4-page preliminary 

paper (in English or Hebrew) and present a short (10-15 minute) discussion of 

their paper in English in class during the final month of the course (15%). The 

final paper (in English or Hebrew) will be turned in in mid-August (60%). 

 
 

Class materials and required readings: 
 

There will be changes in readings. The final version is the one in that appears in 

the Moodle unit for that week. For each week, one (or sometimes two short) 

article(s) from the list will be designated * as required. 
 

Required (*) and elective 

readings 

Topic Date Lesson 

number 

ג'נוסייד  -סגל   

Oron – Genocide (definitions) 

*The Yad Vashem Law 

(1953).  

*Sanford, V. (2009). WHAT 

IS AN ANTHROPOLOGY 

OF GENOCIDE? 

Introduction: 

Holocaust and 

genocide 

29.2.24 1 

*Assmann, A. - Memory - 

Individual - Collective  

 

Individual and 

collective memory 

7.3.24 2 

*Levy and Sznaider - 

Cosmopolitan Memory of the 

Shoah 

The Holocaust as a 

global memory 

14.3.24 3 

https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1755689
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1783449
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740414
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740414
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740446
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740446
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740446
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1785172
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Rothberg – 

Multidirectional Memory - p. 

1-28. 

*Friedlander - Memory of the 

Shoah in Israel  

 *המטס מעל אושוויץ -באואר 

Lustick - Four Constructions 

The politics of 

Holocaust memory 

in Israel 

28.3.24 4 

Ozyurek - Muslim minorities, 

Germany, Holocaust memory 

Moses – TBA 

Holocaust and the 

politics of identity in 

Germany  

4.4.24 5 

Watch film of Yael Bartana, 

"Wall and Tower". יעל 

חומה ומגדל קישור לאתר  - ברתנא

 אינטרנט

* Zulewska - Polish-

Israeli relations on 

current Shoah memory 

laws 

, 29-43עמ'  -שכנים  -יאן גרוס 

133-134 

Holocaust, memory 

and  politics in 

contemporary 

Poland 

11.4.24 6 

*Goldberg, Amos. 2012. The 

‘Jewish Narrative’ in the Yad 

Vashem Global Holocaust 

Museum. Journal of Genocide 

Research, 14(2), 187–213. 

James Young. 1993. The 

Texture of Memory: 

Holocaust Memory and 

Meaning, New Haven: Yale 

University Press, pp. ??. 

Holocaust museums Trip to  

Holocaust 

museum - 

date  

TBA 

 

*Kidron - Comparing Jewish-

Israeli and Canadian-

Cambodian legacies of 

trauma 

*Choose two interactive 

English-language testimonies 

– one of a Holocaust survivor 

and one of a genocide 

survivor from the Iwitness 

(USC) website. 

 

Vamik – Transgenerational 

Transmissions and Chosen 

Traumas  

Pinchevski - Trauma and 

Media 

Witnessing, trauma, 

and 

intergenerational 

transmission 

25.4.24 7 

https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740451
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740451
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740451
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740478
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1766003
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1766003
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1762521
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1762521
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1762521
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1762521
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740451
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740451
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740494
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=1746999
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*Bashir, Bashir and Amos 

Goldberg, TBA 

Dirk Moses, The Holocaust 

Catechism, TBA 

Shoah, colonialism, 

Naqba 

9.5.24 

Tentative 

date 

8 

*Shandler - Holocaust 

Memory in a Digital Age – 

podcast 

 קישור לאתר אינטרנט

Feldman, J. & Norma Musih. 

2023. "Selfies in Auschwitz: 

Popular and Contested 

Representations in a Digital 

Generation", Memory Studies 

16 (2): 403-420. 

VR, AR, and 

Holocaust/genocide 

memory 

16.5.24 9 

Ebbrecht-Hartmann & 

Henig, #Uploading Holocaust 

Kansteiner - Holocaust in 21st 

Century 

*Benzaquen - Holocaust 

Testimony on Social Media 

Social media and 

curators of 

Holocaust memory  

23.5.24 10 

 Presentation and 

discussion of student 

papers 

30.5.24  11 

 Presentation and 

discussion of student 

papers 

6.6.24 12 

 Presentation and 

discussion of student 

papers   

13.6.24 13 

 Summary & 

conclusion 

20.6.24 14 

Final papers due  15 .8. 24 

 

 

    

  

https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740455
https://moodle2.bgu.ac.il/moodle/mod/resource/view.php?id=1740455
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 )גם לעבודות( מאמרי חובה ומאמרי רשות - מאגר ביבליוגרפיה

 

, גם כאלו שאינם לעבודות( כמקורותה או תהמאגר כולל מאמרי חובה ומאמרי רשות )להצגה בכי

 .מופיעים בסילבוס

 

Aarons, Victoria and Alan L. Berger. (2017). Third-Generation Holocaust 

Representation: Trauma, History, and Memory, Northwestern University Press,  

Alexander, Jeffrey. The Social Construction of "Holocaust" and Other Mass 

Murders, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-558b9FIQlY 

Assmann, Aleiada. (2006). Memory, Individual and Collective, In R.E. Goodin & 

C. Tilly (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of contextual political analysis (pp. 210-224). 

New York: Oxford University Press 

Assmann, Jan. (2006). "Introduction: What is 'Cultural Memory'? in J. Assmann, 

Religion and Cultural Meaning, Stanford University Press, Stanford, pp.1-30. 

Bar-On, Dan. 'Multigenerational Perspectives on Coping with the Holocaust 

Experience: An Attachment Perspective for Understanding the Developmental 

Sequelae of Trauma across Generations', International Journal of Behavioral 

Development, 22, 1998: 315-338. 

Benzaquen, Stephane. (2015). Post, Update, Download: Social Media and the 

Future of Auschwitz Remembrance In: Auschwitz Heute - Dzisiaj – Today. 

Memorial book project of the BPB (Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung), 

Berlin: Hentrich & Hentrich, pp.135-148. 

David, Lea. (2020). The Emergence of the ‘Dealing With the Past’ Agenda: 

Sociological Thoughts on its Negative Impact on the Ground. Modern 

Languages, 19 (1):1–14. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3828/mlo.v0i0.321 

Ebbrecht-Hartmann, T. (2021) “Commemorating from a distance: the digital 

transformation of Holocaust memory in times of COVID-19.” Media, Culture & 

Society 43:6, 1095-1112. doi:10.1177/0163443720983276 

Ebbrecht-Hartmann, T.PI / Henig, L.PI (2021) „i-Memory: Selfies and Self-

Witnessing in #Uploading_Holocaust (2016).” In: Digital Holocaust Memory: 

Education and Research. Ed. Victoria Walden. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 213-

235. 

Feldman, Jackie. (2010). “Nationalizing Personal Trauma, Personalizing 

National Redemption: Performing Testimony at Auschwitz-Birkenau.” In 

Remembering Violence: Anthropological Perspectives on Intergenerational 

Transmission, edited by Nicolas Argenti, and Katharina Schramm, 103–128. 

New York; Oxford: Berghahn Press. 

Friedlander, S. (1998) “The Shoa: Between Memory and History” in: Breaking 

Crystal: Writing and Memory after Auschwitz. E. Sicker, (ed.) Urbana: University 

of Illinois Press. Pp. 345-359. 

Gutman, Yifat. (2017). Memory Activism: Re-imagining the Past for the Future in 

Israel-Palestine, Vanderbilt University Press. 

Hayden, R.M. (2007) " Moral vision and impaired insight." Current Anthropology 

48:105-131.  

Henig, L./ Ebbrecht-Hartmann, T.PI (2022) “Witnessing Eva Stories: Media 

witnessing and selfinscription in social media memory.” New Media & Society. 

24:1, 202-226. https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820963805 

Hirsch  M. (2000) “Surviving Images: Holocaust Photographs and the Work of 

Post Memory” in B. Zelizer ed., Visual Culture and the Holocaust, London: 

Athlone Press. 215-246 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-558b9FIQlY
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820963805
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Huyssen, Andreas (1994). “Monument and Memory in a Postmodern Age”, in James 

E. Young, ed., The Art of Memory: Holocaust Memorials in  History, Prestel: Munich 

and New York, pp. 9-18. 

Huyssen, Andreas. 2003. Present Pasts: Urban Palimpsests and the Politics of 

Memory Stanford: Stanford University Press 

Irwin-Zarecka, Iwona. 1994. Frames of Remembrance: the dynamics of collective 

Memory New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers 

Kansteiner, Wulf. (2018). “The Holocaust in the 21st Century: Digital Anxiety, 

Transnational Cosmopolitanism, and Never Again Genocide without Memory.” In 

Digital Memory Studies: Media Pasts in Transition, edited by Andrew Hoskins, 110–

140. New York: Routledge.  

Khalili, Laleh (2004) "Grass-roots Commemoration: Remembering the Land in the 

Camps of Lebanon."  Journal of Palestine Studies 34: 6-22. 

Kidron, Carol A. (2009) "Toward an Ethnography of Silence The Lived Presence of 

the Past among Holocaust Trauma Descendants in Israeli." Current Anthropology 

50:1, 5-27. 

Kidron, Carol A. (2009) "Toward an Ethnography of Silence The Lived 

Presence of the Past among Holocaust Trauma Descendants in Israeli." Current 

Anthropology 50:1, 5-27. 

Langer, L. L. (1991) Holocaust Testimonies: The Ruins of Memory. New 

Haven: Yale University Press. Pp 38-1.  

Lazar, Alon, et al. 'Between culture and family: Jewish-Israeli young adults, relation 

to the Holocaust as a cultural trauma'. Traumatology, 14, 2008: 110-119. 

Levy, Daniel and Natan Sznaider. 2002. “Memory Unbound: The Holocaust and the  

Formation of Cosmopolitan memory.” European Journal of Social Theory 5(1): 

87-106. 

Masalha, Nur. 2008. “Remembering the Palestinian Nakba: Commemoration, Oral 

History and Narratives of Memory”,  Holy Land Studies: A Multidisciplinary 

Journal, Volume 7, Number 2: 123-156. 

Pinchevski, Amit. 2019. Transmitted Wounds: Media and the Mediation of Trauma. 

New York: Oxford University press. 

Plonowska Ziarek, Ewa. 2007. "Melancholic Nationalism and the Pathologies of 

Commemorating the Holocaust in Poland", in: Dorota Glowacka & Joanna Zylinska, 

Imaginary Neighbors, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, pp. 301-326.  

Polonsky, Antony & Michlic, Joanna (eds.). 2004. The Neighbors Respond: The 

Controversy over the Jedwabne Massacre in Poland, Princeton: Princeton University  

Rothberg, Michael. 2009. Multidirectional Memory: Remembering the Holocaust in 

the Age of Decolonization, Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

Sanford, V. (2009). WHAT IS AN ANTHROPOLOGY OF GENOCIDE?: 

Reflections on Field Research with Maya Survivors in Guatemala. In Laban A. & 

O’Neill K. (Eds.), <i>Genocide: Truth, Memory, and Representation</i> (pp. 29-

53). Durham; London: Duke University Press. doi:10.2307/j.ctv11sn03j.5 

Schult, Tanja and Diana I. Popescu. Revisiting Holocaust Representation in the 

Post-Witness Era Springer, 2015. 

Slyomovics ,Susan. 1998 .The Object of Memory: Arab and Jew Narrate the 

Palestinian Village .Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. Pp. ?? 

Stier, O. B. (2015). Holocaust Icons : Symbolizing the Shoah in History and 

Memory,  Rutgers University Press,. https://doi.org/10.36019/9780813574059 

Tirosh, Noam. 2018. "iNakba, mobile  media and society's memory", Mobile Media 

& Communication, Vol. 6(3): 350–366. 

file:///C:/journals/holy_land_studies
file:///C:/journals/holy_land_studies
file:///C:/journals/holy_land_studies/toc/hls.7.2.html
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Tokarska-Bakir, Joanna. 2007. "You from Jedwabne", Polin 20, pp. 413-428. 

Volkan, Vamik. "Transgenerational Transmissions and Chosen Traumas: An Aspect 

of Large-Group Identity." Group Analysis 34, 1 (1998):79-97. 

Zandberg, E. 2006. Critical laughter: Humor, popular culture and Israeli Holocaust 

commemoration. Media, Culture & Society, 28(4): 561–579. 

Zelizer, B.( 1998) Remembering to Forget: Holocaust Memory Through the 

Camera's Eye. University of Chicago Press. Pp.   .15-1-  

 אביב.-הקיבוץ המאוחד, תל, בין פחד לתקוה (.1994און, ד. )-בר

. 7-18. "מבוא: על האפשרות לדבר את השואה והנכבה יחד", עמ' 2016בשיר, בשיר ועמוס גולדברג. 

השואה והנכבה: זיכרון,  , בתוך52-19"הרהורים על זיכרון, טראומה ולאומיות בישראל/פלסטין", עמ' 

 , ון ליר, ירושלים.ערבית–זהות לאומית ושותפות יהודית

  31-38, ע "מ 43.״ובכל זאת שכנים.״ בשביל הזיכרון  2001גרוס, יאן. 

 134). 133-ואפילוג )עמ׳  43-29.שכנים. ירושלים: יד ושם וידיעות אחרונות. עמ׳  2001גרוס, יאן. 

 .225-284אביב: דביר.-תלאומה והמוות. ה( 2002זרטל, עידית. )

(. מסוכן זיכרון לאומי לקהילת אבל מקומית: טקס יום הזיכרון בבתי הספר 2003פדר, ע' )-לומסקי

 .387-353מגמות, מב', בישראל. 

תל אביב:  השני. הדור בסיפורת וזיכרון זהות ,ביוגרפיה -עבר (. קרעי2003איריס ) מילנר,

 עובד. עם הוצאת

 .5-19: 45 זמנים( בין זיכרון והיסטוריה: מחוזות הזיכרון. 1993ייר. )נורה, פ

 .15-4: 138זמנים . גנוסייד: אלימות המונית בעולם המודרני, 2017סגל, רז. 

פלדמן, ג'קי. "עכשיו יש גשר ביניהם: השביל המחבר בין יד ושם להר הרצל", זיכרון, השכחה ו]ה[בניית 

 . 56-78, עמ' 2011אביב, מכון ון ליר/הקיבוץ המאוחד, -פנסטר, עורכים, תלהמרחב, חיים יעקובי וטובי 

ילדות בצל השואה: (. העברה של טראומת השואה. בתוך ז' סולומון וג' צ'ייטין )עורכות(, 2007קלרמן, נ' )

 (. תל אביב: הוצאת הקיבוץ המאוחד. 286-303)עמ'  ניצולים ודור שני -ילדים

 .1991, ירושלים, כתר, עי: הישראלים  והשואההמליון השבישגב, תום. 

ספריית  שתי פנים במראה: ייצוג ניצולי השואה בקולנוע הישראלי. ירושלים: (. 2009 (לבני, ליאת-שטייר 

 אשכולות, מכון אשכול, האוניברסיטה העברית בירושלים.  

 הפופולרית- בתרבות שואהה של החדש הזיכרון :במקומי יזכור הזיכרון הר (.2014לבני, ליאת ) שטייר

 רסלינג.:בישראל. תל אביב

 

 


