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Mizrahi and Arab middle class in Israel - the 'political' in everyday life

In the 1950s and 60s Mizrahi Jews and Arab citizens of Israel formed a powerful symbol of the Israeli
working class - poor, marginalized politically and socially, deemed culturally inferior. In the 1970s,
processes of mobility began to take place, pushing segments of these two groups upwards from the
ethnic secluded working class into the lower-middle class. They became self-employed contractors,
teachers, technicians, clerks, military personnel and others. At the same time, several dramatic
political moments occurred which were probably influenced by this mobility, e.g. the rise of the Likud
party and its staying in power, the birth of the "Tajamu" movement. Can the concept of Mizrahi or
Arab middle class explain phenomena in Israeli politics?Is the voice of Moshe Cahlonan authentic
Mizrahi middle class' voice? Are the figures of HaninZoa'bi or Jamal Zahalkaan expression of a new

Arab new middle class?

The course will draw as deep a picture as possible of Mizrahi and Arab middle classes,
explore the history of the "new" middle class in the west and the processes that led Blacks and
Latinos, African and Asian immigrants to become middle class. We will try to devise a wider practical
definition of term "political" in everyday lifeand approach with it the ethnic (Arab and Mizrahi) Israeli

middle class.
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