Syllabus: 
Comparing Cultures. Introduction to the Sociology of Shmuel N. 

Eisenstadt (2 CPs) Pol., Soc.

Fall Term 2012/2013

Tuesday 18-20
Building , Room 

Lecturer: Michael Elm, German Academic Exchange Service

German-Austrian Studies Center, BGU

E-Mail: elmm@bgu.ac.il

Course Language: English

Course Number: 1

Teaching Method: This course is primarily a lecture course. Students need to prepare the readings for the various sessions and should be able to raise questions about them. Discussions focus on the political and historical implications of the issues raised. Students need to give a presentation (25-30min) in one of the sessions and submit an elaborated paper to the same or a different subject at the end of the course. The subject of this final paper has to be discussed with me and should include secondary literature.

Learning Outcomes: Get to know Shmuel N. Eisenstadt theory about the so called axial civilizations and the concept of multiples modernities. Discuss the development of these comparative studies in their methodological and historical context and become able to apply categories and historical knowledge to present phenomena.

Course Requirements:

Attendance and class participation: 20%

Presentation in class (2-3 pages): 20%

Paper (10-12 pages, due to 8.02.2013): 60%

Attendance required, two unexcused absences permitted

Course Schedule:

23.10

Session 1

Introduction to the subject

30.10

Session 2

Axial Civilizations – A Productive Divide between Mundane and Sacred Realms

Text: Eisenstadt 'The Axial Age: The emergence of transcendental visions and the rise of the clerics', pp. 195-218

add. Text: Karl Jaspers

06.11

Session 3
Jewish and Greek origins of European Cultures

Text: Eisenstadt 'The Jewish Historical Experience in the Framework of Comparative Universal History', pp. 359-398

13.11

Session 4

Christian Transformation 

Text: Eisenstadt 'Origins of the West. The origins of the West in recent Macrosociological Theory. The Protestant Ethic Reconsidered', pp. 577-612

add. Texts: Sectarian Origin of Modernity, pp. 641-671.

20.11

Session 5

The rise of Capitalism reconsidered I

Text: Max Weber: 'Asceticism and the Spirit of Capitalism'

27.11

Session 6

The rise of Capitalism reconsidered II

Text: Karl Marx/Friedrich Engels: Communist Manifesto,

Eisenstadt: 'The Breakdown and Transformation of Communist Regimes', pp. 679-700.

04.12

Session 7

Revolutions and the Jacobin Element

Text: Eisenstadt 'The Jacobin Component of Fundamentalist Movements', pp. 937-952

add.: 'Barbarism and Modernity: the destructive Components of Modernity', pp. 561-571.

11.12

Session 8

Methodological Considerations about Comparative Studies

Eisenstadt 'Cultural Programs. The Construction of Collective Identities and the Continual Reconstruction or Primordiality and Sacrality', pp. 75-134.

add.: Comparative Studies and Sociological Theory, pp. 1-32.

18.12 

Session 9

Modernity as a distinct Civilization?

Eisenstadt 'The civilizational Dimension of Modernity ', pp. 359-398

add. Text: Ernest Renan `What is a Nation?´


25.12

Session 10 (no session)

01.01

Session 11 
The Concept of Multiple Modernities in the Age of Globalization

Eisenstadt 'Multiple Modernities', pp. 359-398, 'The Contemporary Scene – Beyond the Hegemony of the Nation and Revolutionary State Model', pp. 911-924.

add.: The Construction of Trust, Collective Identity and the Fragility and Continuity of Democratic Regimes', pp. 877-908.

08.01
 
Session 21+22
Islamic Modernity?
Eisenstadt 'Civil Society, Public Sphere, The Myth of Oriental Despotism and Political Dynamics in Islamic Societies', pp. 399-433.

add.: Nilüfer Göle: “Snapshots of Islamic Modernities”, in: Shmuel N. Eisenstadt Multiple Modernities, Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick/London 2002, pp. 91-118.

15.01.2012
last session

The Crisis of the European Union in the Light of Multiple Modernities

Text: Jürgen Habermas, Europe. The Faltering Project, Polity Press, Malden, Mass. 2010

