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Developing Nations since independence: From nation-building to globalization

By late 1950s the vast majority of Western dominated colonies gained independence. The course
aims to discuss the different strategies of nation-building and bolstering sovereignty that the
newly independent states pursued, while simultaneously tackling various socioeconomic and
political problems including rapid population growth, uncontrolled urbanization and ethnic and
territorial conflicts. Moreover, the course will deal with the incorporation of these countries since
the 1980s in the globalization process and focus on the reasons and modalities which led to
considerable growth in some countries such as China, Brazil, Singapore and South Korea and
sluggish performance or even disintegration of others, most notably Somalia.
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