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 םינויסימה ,17-ה האמב תילותקה תדל היפויתא תא רימהל םיעושיה םירנויסימה לש ןויסינה,16
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 .יתדו יטילופ ,יתרבח יוניש לש םיכילהת ןיבל םיסקטו תונומא ןיבש סחיל תורושקה תולאשב
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Political and Religious History of Ethiopia 
 
The proposed course is a general introduction to the religious, social and political history 
of Ethiopia. The course will deal with the relationship between state and church and 
between religion and society from the ancient Axum period to the Marxist revolution in 
the late twentieth century. The course will provide an overview of the history of the 
Ethiopian state, the acceptance of Christianity by the empire in the fourth century and the 



spread of the new religion in the country. The course will focus on the characteristics of 
the various streams within Ethiopian Christianity and the historical struggles between 
them and their social implications. We will also deal with the Muslim conquest of 
Ethiopia, and external influences on the Ethiopian religious system such as the 
intervention of the Portuguese in the country in the 16th century, the attempt of the Jesuit 
missionaries to convert Ethiopia to the Catholic religion in the 17th century, the 19th and 
20th century Protestant missions and the Italian conquest. -20. During the course we will 
deal with methodological questions related to the type of sources available to us for 
writing the history of Ethiopia such as life stories of saints, theological texts, chronicles 
of kings and external sources. The course will also focus on questions related to the 
relationship between beliefs and rituals and processes of social, political and religious 
change. 
(4 credits) 

 
The students will be asked to read texts from session to session and to participate 
actively. Attendance is mandatory. (Final score 20% participation, 80% final work). 
Regarding the bibliography, there could be slight changes. 
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