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Since “the Arab Spring” started, many of us have been puzzled by the effective methods of
civil movement and non-violent resistance that led to the toppling down of authoritarian
regimes in the Middle East and North Africa. Ethnic and Territorial Conflicts and violence in
the Middle East and North Africa still shapes the way we look at the region and its importance
for stability. This course seeks to look behind the headlines and behind the blood to evaluate
how successful we might prove to be when dealing with conflict in a region known as full of
contrasts and changes. The range of tools in which we have to evaluate conflict and order is
important, too. This course examines four key features of conflict and order in international
politicsand economy of the modern Middle East. The first part of the seminar will also
introduce relevant theoretical debates from International Relations, political economy,
territorial disputes and conflict resolution theories. The second part of the course provides a
comprehensive approach to the study of political economy and territorial disputes in the Gulf. It
pays attention to the traditional political economies of the Gulf and the impact of the discovery
of oil and the transformation of their economies to rentier states (e.g. Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia and UAE). The third part of the course will look at cases of ethnic conflict in the
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MENA, looking at Syria, Lebanon, Turkey and Irag. The last part of the course will investigate cases of
refugees and humanitarian intervention since the Arab Spring (e.g. Kurdish minorities in Syria and Iraq,
Iragi and Syrian Refugees).
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