
מפגש מיוחד של הסמינר המחלקתי
סדנת תלמידי המחקר  

ג"תשפ

המחלקה לפילוסופיה של אוניברסיטת
גוריון בנגב מתכבדת להזמינכם אל-בן

343חדר , (דילר)74בניין , 12:15-13:45, 2023יוני 12, 'יום ב
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86344590852: ובזום

הקשרית-הצעה למתודה רפלקטיבית? איך עושים אתיקה
מר אלון כהן
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The Cartesian Conception of Substance
Ms. Julia Rose
Descartes provides not one, but two characterizations of substance. In the Principles, Descartes seems to
characterize substance through independence- a substance is an independent entity. In the Second Replies,
however, Descartes seems to characterize substance through inherence- a substance is the subject in which
properties inhere. Commentators commonly presume that Descartes’ two conceptions are definitions of
substance.
However, I will show that it is improbable that Descartes would use definitions for any of his metaphysical
notions. Considering Descartes’ methodical commitments in the study of metaphysics it is unlikely that he would
use definitions. Descartes seems to think that propositional or formal logic, which uses definitions and
argumentations, is inappropriate for the study of metaphysics. Rather, he seems to advocate for the position that
metaphysical inquiry should be focused on how we come to know the ideas of the things we want to understand.
That is, it should be an (actual) meditation, or a methodical (an orderly and guided) introspection of our ideas.
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