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Reading Hegel's The Phenomenology of Spirit:

Hegel is one of the most controversial thinkers in the philosophical
tradition. His enormous influence, however, is indisputable. T7The
Phenomenology of Spirit (Phanomenologie des Geistes, 1807) is one of
his most important philosophical works. The book had a profound effect
in Western philosophy, and "has been praised and blamed for the
development of existentialism, communism, fascism, death of God
theology, and historicist nihilism" (Terry Pinkard). In the course of this
class we shall read carefully sections from this text (and from few other
Hegelian texts), and extract from them some of his basic ideas
concerning subjectivity, mind-world relations, freedom and
embodiment, history, society and dialectic. We shall present these ideas
in their original historical context, and occasionally look upon their
impact on contemporary thought.
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