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Reading in Wittgenstein's Philosophical Investigations

This course will be devoted to a close study of Wittgenstein’s Philosophical

Investigations (mainly sections 1 through 315). We shall aim to distill from our

reading some of Wittgenstein's revolutionary contributions to the philosophy of

language, and to follow their implications on issues in the philosophy of mind and

on understanding Man's place in the world. Specific themes discussed will

include: the Augustinian picture of language, the nature of meaning and

understanding, form of life, language games, family resemblance, rule-following,

private language and more. We shall also meet and discuss some of the complex
interpretative debates concerning the Investigations' interpretation.
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