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Reading in Aristotle's Ethics

Aristotle’s Ethicsis viewed by many contemporary philosophers as a source of
inspiration and deep insight in addressing deep philosophical issues. Is it
possible to ground normative ethical positions on human nature, or is there
an unbridgeable gulf between norms and facts of nature? How far should an
ethical view, that seeks to transform life, take what is ‘given’ and ‘natural’
into consideration (and in what way)? What role do luck and contingency play
in the realization of the human good? Answers to these (and related)
questions have ramifications on the nature of human freedom and autonomy
and on the very nature of ethics. We shall try to glean Aristotle's answers to
these questions off his text, engaging ancient, modern and contemporary

philosophers along the way.
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