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Philosophy and Politics in Plato’s Republic
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Plato’s Republic has been called one of the very few truly necessary books in the whole of
human history. The dialogue begins from a search for the nature of justice and along the
way provides a vision of the cosmos in its entirety. We will endeavor to read the entire
dialogue, from beginning to end, with a concentrated focus on the question of the nature
of the political and its relation to philosophy. We will not stop there, however, but will
try to understand the metaphysical basis of Plato’s political thought and the influence of
that thought on Aristotle and the subsequent tradition of political philosophy in the
West.
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