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Philosophy and Tragedy

In post-Kantian philosophy, we find a special bond between philosophy and tragedy.
Philosophers find interest in tragedy as a means of human expression and in particular
ancient and modern works of tragedy as important expressions of humanity and of
modern human existence specifically. In reading some philosophers we sense that they
perhaps feel that a tragedy expresses particularly well — and perhaps that tragedy alone
is able to express — something that philosophy aims to express in its own tongue. In the
course, we will investigate this particular bond through reading (as much as we are
able) from the philosophical and literary works of Sophocles, Kant, Schiller, Schelling,
Schlegel, Hegel, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Lacan and Anouilh.



