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Nietzsche: Beyond Philosophical Rationalism?
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One of Nietzsche’s books contains a chapter titled “Why | am Dynamite”. He justifies this self-
ascription by seeing himself as the prophet of the “Death of God”, that is, as the first thinker to
see clearly that all Western Philosophy from Plato onward, as well as Christianity (what he called
“Platonism for the People”) had reached the end of the road. Their collapse would inevitably be
followed by “nihilism” — the condition in which all values devalue themselves. The task of the
philosopher, for Nietzsche, is to be an artist of civilizations who looks beyond Western
rationalism in order to create a new horizon of values in which man can live. These claims make
Nietzsche the true founder of modern “Continental” philosophy. What is Nihilism, according to
Nietzsche? Who is the philosophical artist that can escape nihilism by creating new values? Has
Nietzsche really overcome rationalism? Such questions will occupy us this semester.
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