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Introduction to Greek Philosophy — Spring Semester
Dr. Andy German

This course is the second half of our survey of Greek thought from its pre-Socratic beginnings
through Plato and Aristotle, who will be the focus of our attention in the spring semester. Our goal
is to understand how a set of permanent philosophical concerns reappear, and are treated in
different ways, in the works of these thinkers. In this way we will be able to understand how
Greek philosophy, and philosophy in general, constitutes not a procession of odd opinions held
by different thinkers throughout history, but a unity of ways of questioning - and trying to articulate
- the oddity which characterizes Being as a whole.

We will focus our investigation on the following topics: the nature of philosophy, the structure and
origin of the cosmos, thinking and the true objects of thought, the nature of the soul and the
achievement of human perfection.
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