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Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit: Modernity Reflecting on Itself

Hegel completed the Phenomenology of Spirit in 1806, on the eve of the Battle of Jena. For him
Napoleon’s victory there signaled the end of the medieval political and social order in Europe.
Modernity was the age in which mankind would first achieve a fully self-conscious
understanding of itself and Hegel’s book meant to chronicle the whole development of the
human spirit (in religion, art, politics and philosophy) as a dialectic leading to this “Absolute”
knowledge. The hubris of this book is tremendous, but so too is its power of thought and
execution. In this seminar we will study the text closely, together with important secondary
literature which will help us to understand Hegel’s “ladder” to wisdom.
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Phinomenologie des Geistes, heraus. Moldenhauer und Michelet, Theorie Werkausgabe
(Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp, 1970)
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Dietmar Heidemann: Substance, Subject, System: The Justification
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Jean Hyppolite, The Genesis and Structure of Hegel’s
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Gadamer, “Hegel’s Inverted World”, p. 35-53.
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Robert Pippin, You Can’t Get there from Here. Transition Antigone NinNa 09NNV
Problems in Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, in the Cambridge
Companion to Hegel, p. 52-85.
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A section from Hegel’s Encyclopedia Logic (PDF)
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