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Plato’s Symposium and Phaedrus : Two Dialogues on Love and Philosophy

We will approach several fundamental questions in Greek philosophy through the study
of a supposedly familiar, everyday phenomena: erotic love. By means of a close reading
of two Platonic masterpieces, the Symposium and the Phaedrus, in which philosophy is
described as a kind of erotic love we will try to understand: Why should love be a
matter of philosophical concern at all for Plato? What, according to Plato, can we learn
about the human soul through the phenomenon of eros? What are the true objects of
eros? And how are we to understand Plato’s astounding claim that eros is connected to
the metaphysical foundations of Being?
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