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Martin Heidegger’s Being and Time: A Basic Text of Continental Philosophy
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Of Martin Heidegger’s first book, Being and Time (1927), it was said that it struck like a
bomb on the intellectual life of Europe. In it, Heidegger aimed for a fundamental
reexamination of the basic nature of philosophy, based on the assumption that the
Western tradition has ended in total spiritual collapse. This reexamination involves
returning to the foundations of that tradition (a process he calls Destruktion) and asking
anew the old Greek question, “What is Being (Sein)?” Heidegger, however, asks this
question in an unfamiliar manner. We cannot, he says, investigate Being without first
investigating the mode of existence of that particular being for which the “Being
question” is a live issue. It is a mode of existence that exists only within a particular
practical-cultural-social reality; a temporal being, limited, and faced with the
inescapable finitude of death. In other words, the question of Being is approached
through the mode of existence (Dasein) which characterizes the human being. We will
study enough of the main chapters to gain a comprehensive view of the whole work.
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