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There is a felt difference between following an argument to its conclusion and keeping up with an
argument in your judgments while failing to see how its conclusion follows from its premises. In the
first case there’s what I’m calling an inferential seeming, in the second case there isn’t. Inferential
seemings exhibit a cluster of functional and normative characteristics whose integration in one
mental state is puzzling. Several recent accounts of inferring suggest inferential seemings play a
significant role in the process, but none provides a fully satisfactory understanding of inferential
seemings themselves. In this paper I critically examine theoretical options on offer in the existing
literature, then develop an alternative view. I discuss implications for recent debates about general
principles governing inference, such as Fumerton’s Principle of Inferential Justification and
Boghossian’s Taking Condition.


