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Dr. Anil Gomes
Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy, Trinity College, Oxford

CUF Lecturer (Associate Professor), University of Oxford

Self-consciousness and the world

The Critique of Pure Reason contains a tantalising stretch of argument which seems to argue that self-
consciousness requires us to be related to an objective world. But it exacts a price which many have
thought too costly: namely, transcendental idealism. Two ways of responding to this argument threaded
through twentieth-century philosophy: one in the phenomenological tradition and one in the work of
P.F. Strawson and his students. In this talk I’ll examine one of these responses in some detail with the
aim of drawing out some more general lessons about the prospects for mounting an argument from self-
consciousness to the world.
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