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This course will look into a series of traditional philosophical topics: sense
perception, psychological phenomena and the mind-body problem, primary and
secondary properties, personal identity, free will, facts and values. Alongside their
independent importance, these topics probe, each in its distinct field, the relations
between different and seemingly conflicting ways of describing the world. 'Plurality of
descriptions’, and the different responses to the challenge it poses, may thus be seen
as a 'unifying theme' of the course. In exploring the traditional topics ,we shall be
aided by classical as well as contemporary readings.
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Aims: Acquaintance with the various positions about the issues discussed, besides its
intrinsic significance, is ipso facto acquaintance with philosophical ways of thinking
and with basic concepts and distinctions. In particular, we shall be interested in
understanding the importance and fruitfulness of the linguistic turn in philosophy.
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In the end of this course, students will be able to present and defend the various
positions held on the issues discussed, and note their relative advantages and
disadvantages relative to the others. Along the way they will acquire concepts which
will enanble them in an initial way to read and understand research materials written
on these subjects.
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A frontal-dialogical lecturing; that is, a frontal lecture enlivened by questions and
responses, utilizing them in the development of the ideas. In this way | try to facilitate
an active learning on the part of the students.
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List of subjects: What is Metaphysics?; Perception; Body, mind, and psychological
phenomena; Intentionality and representation; Facts and values; Atomism, holism and
interpretation; Personal identity; Free will
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Austin, J. L. (1956): "Ifs and Cans", rep. in Austin (1979), pp. 153-180

Austin, J. L. (1962): Sense and Sensibilia, Oxford University Press, chps. 5
(pp. 48-54),9 (p. 102 ff.), 10 (pp. 104-105, 110-115, 123-124), 11 (pp. 141-
142)

Ayer, A. J. (1940): The Foundations of Empirical Knowledge, Macmillan,
London, chp. 1

Inwagen, P. (1998): "The Mystery of Metaphysical Freedom", in P. van
Inwagen and D.W. Zimmerman (eds.) (1998),Meyaphysics: The Big Questions,
Oxford, , pp. 365-374

Moore, G. E. (1912): Ethics, London: Williams and Norgate, chp. 6, pp. 122-137
Parfit, D. (1987): "Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons”, rpr. in P. van
Inwagen and D.W. Zimmerman (eds.) (1998), pp. 310-317

Putnam, H. (1981): Reason, Truth and History, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, chp. 1 (1-21)

Ryle, G. (1952): The Concept of Mind, Hutchinson University Library,

London, chps. 1 (1-10), 5 (116-134)

Strawson, P. F. (1963) "Freedom and Resentment”, rep. in Watson G. (ed)
(2005): Free Will, Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp. 75-89

(1990): “Irreducibly Social Goods", in Taylor, C (1995): Philosophical
Arguments, Cambridge University Press, pp. 127-145
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Williams, B. (1973): Problems of the Self, Cambridge University Press, chps. 1
(prg. 1-2 & 4, pp. 1-12, 15-18), 4 (pp. 46-63)
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Bok, H. (1998): "Freedom and Practical Reason”, rep. in Watson (2005), (ed.):
Free Will, Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp. 130-133, 138-151, 156-158
McDowell, J. (1998): Mind, Value and Reality,Harvard University Press, chp.
6, pp. 112-130
McDowell, J. (1998): "Reductionism and the First Person", rpr. in Mind, Value
and Reality, chp. 14
Pitcher, G. (1971): A Theory of Perception, Princeton University Press, pp. 43-
46
Strawson P. F. (1979), "Perception and its Objects", In Noe A. and Thompson
E. (eds.) (2002), pp. 91-110
Strawson, P. F. (1963) "Freedom and Resentment", rep. in Watson G. (2005)
(ed), pp. 75-89
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