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We will start with tarikh [the history of] al-Bei'neh. Oldest
Village, strong history. Was destroyed more than 3-4 tirmes
becauge of its strategic place between Safad and Akka. Used
as a strong place.

If look at old graves, we can go back 5,000 years, before
religion. Last and big grave was discovered in 1929, People
dug well, last stroke of hole, they found big room. In &ach
hole was grave and stone. These graves were clay, vne,
bigger coffin with cover. According to British law, if anyone
discovers this, should contact government and announce
find, Main man responsible for antiquities was Nain
Makhouli from Kufr Yassif, 1 knew him, saw him, (I was
twelve years old learning in Rame), and went in with him.
You can see the black smoke from lamps on the wall, in
Arabic: but maybe just from the explosion from the well, he said
he couldn’t tell.

In the days of Salibeyin - the crusaders ~ built in Bei'neh,
Ma'ilia, Jedin, etc. They called it [the monastery] Saint
George. The assistant of state minister in Haifa [...] in the
Torah it is callgd Bannout. After Islam conquered the east,
the name returned to Bei'neh. The deir [monastery] was
called Deir al-Bei'neh before 500 years. Even the British
called it Deir al-Bei'neh on signs, in Arabic: Yes, we used to
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taxes, 50 Jazzar went after him, he ended in Awta’ [a place
on the hill above Bei'neh] — that was our property (Dar
Boulos [the Boulos family]) we sold it to ahl al-Deir [people
from Deir al-Assad] eight years ago. The commander was
Mohammad Abu-Za'ad, Dabbagh tells his history, there is
also a lawyer who writes about the history of the village 40
years ago. The commander of the cannons was Mohammad
Abu-Tau’. Thirty day siege, food and ammunition finished.
Zahr al-Omar took one [man] from the village as Qa'id
[general] esmo {his name was] Da'vis. He fought with Zahr
al-Omar. Da’vis Boulos [..]. Three farnilies from before [the
battle with the Turks]: Boulos, Jiryis and ‘Ader. Back to
Boulos. Ka'kun village between Jenin and Tulkarm. [This
Da‘vis Boulos] became known as al-matoug Boulos [the
freed Boulos). He lived in Ka'kun, called him Boulos from
Ka'kun. He was wanted by the Turks, Jazzar went to
Mukhtar. He went to live in Ramle where he was called
Boulos Ka’kunje. With time, name became Ka'kunda. In
1988 the Boulos from Ramileh [now living in the United
States] decided they wanted to know where they came
from. They know their jed [ancestry] from Jalil [the Galilee]
so they looked here. Five family Boulos in Kufr Yassif
[gestures parenthesis] (same names as Boulos from Bei'neh
and from Ramleh). They talked to me, I went to Kufr Yagsif
to see them [..]. From beginning I saw Eissa Ka'kunda.
Before they asked a question, I said: “You are the picture and
attitude of my brother, you are my family”. He said “Our jed
[ancestor] left in 1721 from Jalil”. I told him “don’t finish,
you're from our family”. 1 told him about Sawa Sabbagh
[sicl, whose book was in the village, with information about
the Turks and Zahr al-Omar.
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laugh about that, Deir al-Bei'neh, not Deir al-Assad® There is
still a piece still visible, a lot was destroyed but is still there.
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Dwring Zyadneh (Zahr al-Omar), he took over Sakhnin,
Arrabe etc. The one who finished building in Akka after
crusaders was Jazzar. Zahr al-Omar had many children,
sent one to Shfar-Amer, one to Bei'neh, etc. He didn’t pay
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Bei'neh and Deir were like one village especially the
Christians [of Bei'neh] with the Assadis from Turkish times.
After the accident, there was no thought from the Assadeye
to attack Bei‘neh. After midnight we were together, didn't
feel anything. The special interior service of Mapai found
opportunity and time to make problems between Deir
al-Assad and Beineh, They arranged the map how to attack
Bei'neh, [he gestures parenthesis] (Shin Beth and Police), “the
sc-called Shin Beth and special services of the police”, [He
grins] When 1 was notified in Acre that this happened 1 left
Acre and came to Bei‘neh in my car because I was sure that
the Gestapo of Ben-Gurion, (the group of Goebbels)
[Abu-Hanna grins again] now had full opportunity to make
blaodshed between the Christians of Bei'neh and the
Muslims of Deir al-Assad. I feared this. ’

The meeting of Christian elders of Bei'neh was at my house
with the chief of police of Acre. 1 started to talk with the
police inspector Zeidan Nimr from Sha'ab. | warned the
police and the government autheorities through the police
[not] to make a fabricated attack on the Christians of Bei'neh
and to be sure to prevent such action 1 warned them: “You
have sent a group of border guards. If they don’t fulfill what
I said they will be responsible for arranging the attack
through the land of the polics”, as they were accustomed to
do in several villages, There was a refugee from Sha'ab in
Deir al-Assad; Razi al-¥hatib, one of my closest friends, was
present at the meeting, He supported my talk together with
all in my house from Bei'neh.

That week my fitst son was born. On the same day my wife
left the hospital. Yet when I hear this matter imme- diately I
went to Bei'neh. The night passes, no action hap- pened. 1
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asked several friends from Deir al-Assad, [ was observing
every step. About two o'clock in the afterncon the next day,
two officers from Akka police were beside my house. ]
immediately contacted them, I talked to them openly face to
face: “You are not being here to save the two villages from
war of attack but according to your previous tricks you're
arranging the attack from Deir al-Assad on the Christians of
Bei'neh. You will be mainly responsible if this action
happens”. After nearly half an hour of this talk they
teturned to Deir al-Assad to the spot called al-Karaj (al-
Al’a). I went to the highest roof ta notice what was happen-
ing, if an action would happen, Before this [ had arranged
to fill all the roofs of Bei'neh Christian houses with stones
and empty bottles and even flower tins. Because | was sure
an attack would happen. Who started this attack? The spies
of the police, military government and Shin Beth, They
came out with cans of gasoline and fired and they attacked
the Christian quarter. Mussa and the police came with them.,
At the same time, when the attack started, one [agent of] the
Shin Beth, according to orders that were given to him
[Abu-Hanna smiles agam] [...]. Ben-Gurion wanted to irnpli-
cate the Druz sect with the Muslims. He went to the Druz
villages to say the Druz inspector was killed. The Druz had
arms. According to their cooking, they wanted the Druz to
attack the Muslims of Deir al-Assad, to make a big
bloodshed.
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