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In Hawaiian thought kinsmen are made as well as born.
“Feeding” (hanai), the so-called adoption, may as effectively
institute parenthood as would birth. The logic is highly
productive and meaningfully consistent. Kama'sina or
"child of the land” refers to someone "native” to a place. Yet
one may equally be a kami'aina by action or by prescription:
by long term residence or by birthright. The consistency is
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that all these relationships of childhood and nativity have a
cotnmon denominator, They all invoke the common hurnan
substance of the people so related. Parents and children are
people of the same kind: they are composed of the same
thing, whether by the reproduction of substance or its
corfunon consumption (Sahlins 1987: 28),
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