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In the following year the officers would shed all inhibitions
about ruling Egypt, ruthlessly suppress their political oppo-
nente, and consolidate their authority over the coercive
arms of the state. A military coup organized by junior
officers with unfocused goals and limited ambitions became,
aver the course of the following decade, a revolution from
above that transformed Egyptian society and reoriented the
way Egyptians looked at themnselves and the world (4).
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systemn, abolish the monarchy, or impose a military dictator-
ship over Egypt. At the outset they called their takeover a
coup d’état. They referred to themselves simply az “the
army movement” (harakat al-faysh) [...]. They had acted, they
stressed, in the name of the constitution, to preserve order
and restore “sound” parliamentary life [..). However ill
defined their program, the Free Officers seized power with
a clear sense of duty and purpose. They aimed above all to
effect a turnover in the ranks of the political establishment,
to clear the way for a new generation of leaders, to root out
corruption in the bureaucracy, to narrow the gap between
rich and poor, and to destroy the political power of the
pasha clazs. They sought to lead the way but not to govern
{59).
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The officers quickly learned how difficult it would be to sell
the [Anglo-Egyptian) agreement to the public. Demonstra-
tiong organized on July 28 [1954] to celebrate the signing
were described by British observers as “neither large nor
enthusiastic™ (142).
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The Free Officers did not seek to demolish the liberal
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