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1. Secret British proposal presented by Riyad al-Sulh to the Syrian Prime
Minister, Sa’adallah al-Jabiri, August 5, 1944

Top Secret
British Proposals Officially Presented by Riyad al-Sulh on August 5, 1944 to
Sa’adallah al-Jabiri

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

The British government pledges to effectively and completely and
absolutely protect Syrian independence against any aggression or
transgressions from any state or group of states that lay claim to
Syria’s rights.

Great Britain pledges to provide the necessary funds to exploit
Syria’s agricultural and metallurgical resources in the framework of
a financial and economic agreement in which Syria’s interests will
be safeguarded in all ways possible.

Great Britain pledges to provide experts and technicians who will
freely enter into contracts with the Syrian government and who will
be considered its officials.

Great Britain will help Syria to set bounds to the direction of Arab
Unity. It will occupy itself with unifying financial and economic
regulations as well as teaching methods in the Arab states. It will
help Syria to attain a prominent position among the Arab states.
Great Britain pledges to ensure the application of the clauses of the
White Paper in Palestine and promises to put a complete stop to
Jewish ambitions.

If Syria seeks unification with Transjordan and Palestine, the British
government will not impose the type of regime. If Syria chooses a
monarchy, Great-Britain will not impose Emir Abdullah as king, but
it hopes that the Syrians will choose a Hashemite Arab Emir.

In return for all this, Great Britain wishes to be assured:

a) that Syria will finally strive to free itself.

b) that Syria will conclude a treaty with Great Britain only.

c¢) that Syria will not enter into any pact or international agreement
before consulting Great Britain.

Author’s note: The proposal was dictated by Colonel Mackereth to Sulh in the
British Legation in Beirut.
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2. Sa’adallah al-Jabiri in Alexandria to President Quwatli on the Palestinian
question, October 5, 1944

Top secret
The Palestinian Question

Report sent by Sa’adallah al-Jabiri to the President of the Syrian Republic
October 4-5, 1944

The members of the congress think that the Palestine question is an
international question that affects the whole of the Arab world, threatens
security in the Middle East, and may constitute a source of permanent danger
for the close relations between Arab and other nations.

The members of the congress think that obligations already entered into
and promises made up till now do not bind either the Arab nations or Arab
governments in the least, because Palestine is an Arab land and no nation other
than the Arab nation has the right to make decisions about it.

As aresult, the members of the congress think that Balfour’s promise has
encroached on the Arab nation’s sacred rights. They think that the White Book
project cannot be a definitive project, but that it can serve in principle for a new
study of the Palestine question.

The Arab nation, represented at this congress, does not authorize
relinquishing a single inch of Palestinian land. However, aware of the need to
find a refuge for the Jews currently living in Palestine, it agrees to grant them
a limited zone, which cannot, under any circumstances, constitute a third of
the land of Palestine, leaving to those who want, the possibility of leaving the
country after the re-establishment of peace on condition that no immigration
into this zone, filling the empty space thus created, takes place.

This zone would remain under the British Mandate, while the other part
of Palestine will be wholly granted to the Jews and given its own independence.

(Here, Nuri Pasha and his associates showed a desire to see this part
annexed to Transjordan. We put forward to them as a condition that annexation
would only take place if the residents consented to it. A long dispute arose
among us, but we will not give our consent to their proposition.)

These are the outlines of the solutions which we have reached on the
Palestine question. Please give me your instructions swiftly.

S/ Sa’adallah
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3. Mardam in Cairo to President Quwatli on the quarrel between Nuri al-
Sa’id and Yusuf Yasin, End of February 1945

Letter from Jamil Mardam Bey
sent from Cairo to the President of the Syrian Republic
Your Excellency, the revered President of the Syrian Republic,

Blessed greetings.

I shall set out the latest developments in the situation, as I see them.

The tension between Nuri Pasha, Sheikh Yusuf and Mr Zirkali has
become bitter. I witnessed an unfortunate incident which took place between
them in the home of H.E. Mabhir Pasha.

Nuri Pasha, realizing the failure of his efforts, became extremely angry.
Then he made some unworthy remarks to me about which I remained silent or
rather I pretended not to hear because it is not in our interest to engage in this
kind of dispute at the moment.

This conflict resulted in the abstention of two of those concerned at the
Conference meetings. I pretended, for them, that they were ill in order to cover
up the incident.

The reasons for the conflict and the circumstances in which it happened
are as follows:

When Nuri Pasha arrived at Mahir Pasha’s house he shook hands with
everyone present, and when he reached Sheikh Yusuf, he said to him,

“Have your efforts been crowned with success?”

“What efforts are you talking about, Pasha?”

“When will you take Faisal al-Sa’ud to Damascus as King?”

“You are not serious,” answered Sheikh Yusuf.

“I am indeed,” said Nuri al-Sa’id. “I think that the Syrians will pray to
God for you many times.”

“May his name be praised,” replied Sheikh Yusuf.

At that moment Mr Zirkali intervened, saying,

“In reality, I do not understand the meaning of your words, Pasha. Faisal
al-Sa’ud and all the Bani Sa’ud in general, will only be able to have what God
has granted them. You know that they only want the wellbeing of the Arabs and
all Muslims in general.”

Nuri Pasha replied in anger,

“I hope that people are unsparing with their advice to you, now, sir. You
are from Damascus, and I know the mentality of the Syrians as I have lived
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among them and seen them in Iraq. God is my witness, the Syrians have always
sullied anything they have been involved in.”

Sheikh Yusuf, “Oh, excuse me, Pasha, excuse me.”

It seems that the Pasha was inclined to get into a fight. He said,

“What have you done and what has your King done?”

Mr Zirkali, “Our King is not the topic of our conversation now.”

“Butheis,” replied Nuri Pasha, “He is the topic of our whole conversation.
We cannot remain silent, us Iraqis, about the actions we see and of which
we hear. We have not come here to disperse Arabs, but to unite them. All the
efforts you have put in since the start of our Conference have been designed to
create obstacles for us or to spoil our work.”

Dr Ahmad Mabhir Pasha intervened, saying,

“What is it, my brothers. We haven’t come here to quarrel.”

Then he took Nuri Pasha by the hand and went into a neighboring room,
where he stayed with him for an hour. We waited for his return. He came back,
and the others left; we stayed together and a conversation took place between
us on the reasons for the Pasha’s anger and the circumstances in which it would
be possible to win his silence and satisfy him.

Nuri Pasha is persuaded that we are putting obstacles in his way and that
since the Iraqi government has told us of its desire to help us, with military
force, against France, we have immediately communicated this desire to the
Saudi Arabian government; so, instead of collaborating politically and militarily
with the Iraqis and the Transjordanians, we feared the Iraqi danger far more
than we fear the French danger, which is the reason for your visit to the Hijaz
where you set before HM King Abd al-Aziz the position in Syria. Nuri Pasha
seems perfectly aware of the conversations which took place between you and
His Majesty, he even knows the details. He seems to have eyes and ears in the
King’s palace, something that should worry us deeply... Currently he notes
that the situation has completely changed, against his interest.

Following on from this, the sovereign of the Hejaz called together all the
ministers from America and England and showed them his deep desire to meet
Mr Eden or Mr Churchill. He also asked the American Minister to invite Mr
Roosevelt in his name to visit the Hejaz. All these stages have been revealed in
detail by Nuri Pasha. However, what is definite, as Ahmad Mahir Pasha stated,
is that the Iraqi premier knows nothing of all the conversations that took place
between Messrs Roosevelt, Churchill, Eden and King Ibn Sa’ud, as well as

[183]



PR RND

between you, them and King Faruq; but he knows that everything was contrary
to his cause from start to finish.

The possibility that new Jewish efforts could perhaps be used against
us in America or in England creates new difficulties for us. Although the
understanding between us and the Anglo-Saxons may be real we must still
treat these efforts with caution, because it is — as Mahir Pasha said to me — a
sensitive and delicate point which could create particular problems for us.

The situation can then be summed up thus:

The plans for Syrian Unity, for Nuri Pasha, have failed. Without this
setback he would not have adopted this angry attitude.

Mr Cornwallis’s departure has greatly weakened Iraq’s position. This has
been stated by Nuri Pasha and has been confirmed to me by Dr Mahir Pasha,
but Nuri Pasha tells us to be wary of the future: “From now on we will agree,”
he says, “with the demons against you and we will work to annoy you.”

In my opinion, Nuri Pasha thinks of the French who may help him against
us. He is probably also thinking of the Turks.

I have set out to you the situation with regard to my Iraqi brothers. The
only danger to fear is that Nuri Pasha, by his cunning procedures, reveals to the
French the reality of our intentions (on which we reached agreement with the
English and concerning the goals we seek with regard to the French) because
he is familiar with all the details, as you know.

As for me, I put up with his anger, his insults and curses, and he treated
me like a traitor — may God forgive him.

There is nothing else to tell Your Excellency. With the sincerest of wishes
from your devoted

Jamil Mardam
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4. The British intelligence recruits the Syrian Deputy Mikha’il Ilyan, April
3-4, 1945

Undertaking by the Orthodox Deputy of Aleppo, Mikha’il Ilyan, to the British
Government

I pledge on my honor and on everything that is sacred to me, to be a devoted
friend of the government of Great Britain, and to strive to safeguard its interests,
which I believe are in line with those of my country.

S/ Mikha’il Ilyan

Undertaking signed and given to Mr. Young from the British delegation in
Beirut on the night of Wednesday, April 3-4, 1945.

5. Agent No. 325, Muhsin al-Barazi*, Secretary General to President
Quwatli, to his British controller colonel Walter Stirling, May 22, 1945

The President’s illness has definitely provoked worry and uncertainty.
We greatly fear that his illness will get worse because the others will not be
able to agree about the presidency. It goes without saying that Jamil Mardam
is preparing to succeed him. The President knew it, which was an important
factor in increasing his suffering.

Mr Wadsworth visited the President today and confirmed to him again,
on a piece of paper he left him, that America will support Syria in its struggle
to shake off the colonialist yoke. The President believes that America is now
the best possible friend for all the Arabs because the American people are a
trading people, honest in business and as good businessmen, act honestly with
customers, which means that they profit from it and make others profit too.

In this respect he alluded to the English who are very egotistical and
fickle and cannot be counted on for an extended period of time. They change
with their changing interests which take on a new color every day.

The President’s illness has not changed anything fundamental in the
situation. He has placed everything in the hands of Sabri Bey and asked him to
watch Jamil Mardam closely. His doubts grow by the day and he cannot forget
that Jamil Mardam Bey is fickle.
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Personally, I believe that this latter is trying to prove to the President
that he will not deviate from his will under any circumstances, but all this
seems pointless, because all the President’s friends hate Jamil. The question
preoccupying everyone is stopping Jamil within a reasonable limit, because
his influence has begun to make itself felt and is increasing rapidly these days.

May 22, 1945
s/ Muhsin 325

Sent by Stirling to the British Political Bureau at the
British Legation in Beirut, registered under no 1790
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6. The Anglo-Syrian secret agreement, May 29, 1945

Secret
Exchange of letters no. 1

I, the undersigned, Shukri al-Quwatli, President of the Republic of Syria,
pledge on my honor, in my name, and in the name of the Syrian nation that has
honored me by making me its President, to make the utmost effort to realize
the unity of Syria in its natural borders, that is, from the Taurus to the desert, to
Egypt and to the Mediterranean Sea.

I promise to do my utmost to realize the unity of Bar al-Sham [Greater
Syria] and to be a soldier in the struggle for Syria’s absolute unity, a natural
step towards complete Arab Unity.

This is our agreement, and God is our witness.

Damascus, May 29, 1945

Approved by the President of the Republic
S/ Shukri al-Quwatli

S/ Jamil Mardam Bey
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7. King Ibn Sa’ud to President Quwatli, September 15, 1945

Secret

From King Ibn Sa’ud

Correspondence in code sent through the intermediary of the Saudi Legation in
Damascus to H.E. the President of the Syrian Republic

Nuri al-Sa’id’s activities are beginning to take a serious turn. We are
unable to allow Abdullah’s plots. By God, your attitude is strange. People
are working for your death and you do not move. I learnt that in Damascus
Abdullah’s propagandists are exerting themselves as much as possible. What
are you waiting for? We know, as you do, who supports and controls them.
Why don’t you speak? God has ordered us not to be quiet when it is a matter of
right, and has called someone who does not speak out a demon.

I ask you to appreciate the gravity of the situation. The anarchy reigning
with you weakens any hope of success and it is sad to see that it is spreading.
Can you not find a way to settle the situation instead of letting these scandals
develop? Your situation pains us. It was not like this under French rule.
Someone who enjoys my confidence told me that people are beginning to miss
the period of French rule. Do something before your edifice falls down.

9 Shawwal 1364 (September 15, 1945)

S/ Abd al-Aziz

8. Constantin Zureiq, Counselor in the Syrian Legation in Washington, to
Jabiri, November 7, 1945

Secret
Coded
From the Syrian Legation in Washington
to H.E. the Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Damascus

The American Government is surprised by the position the Arabs are

adopting towards it, in relation to the Palestinian question. In the whole of this
affair, America sees only humanitarian work and this is the basis on which it
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has made promises to the Jews; but the British have a different position, and
the American Government expresses surprise that the Arabs consider it to be
the only ones showing them hostility and threatening them with the Jews.

First of all, they say, the Balfour promise is British, not American.

Second, Great Britain wishes to exploit the Arab-Jewish conflict because
itis the only way for it to remain in Palestine, to dominate all the Arab countries.

The American Government strongly desires to find a friendly settlement
between the Arabs and the Jews, but it is convinced that the British colonial
authorities will do everything to prevent that, as Great Britain wishes for
incidents to worsen in Palestine and for disorder, where blood is spilt, to take
place.

Our interest, as far as I can see, is to find a definitive settlement, to work
for the withdrawal of Great Britain from Syria and Palestine and for the plan the
American Government will put forward concerning the definitive settlement of
the Near East question.

I believe that such a plan would win the agreement of all the states,
except of course Great Britain.

November 7, 1945 For the Minister Plenipotentiary
s/ Constantin Zureiq

Registered in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 833 — Political reports

9. President Quwatli to Cabinet members, January 1, 1946

Secret
From the President of the Syrian Republic
to the noble Council of Ministers

The mission of General Clayton, head of the special section of Arab
Middle Eastern affairs, has two aims:

First: to convince us that Syrian unity will come about;

Second: to seek an understanding between Syria and Turkey.

For the understanding with Turkey we have confirmed to him that we
have given our agreement and that we want it within the limits of the British
memorandum that has been presented to us.
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As for unity, he presents us with two plans:

- Syrian unity including Syria, Transjordan and part of Palestine with a
plebiscite on the nature of the regime and on the choice of king if the regime
is a monarchy.

- Arab unity including Iraq, Syria, Transjordan and part of Palestine. Then
the king would be Faisal (King of Iraq) and there would be three guardians to
the throne. Laws, rules, armies etc., would be unified.

Having highlighted our clear will for independence and having asked
his opinion on France’s attitude and the agreement concluded with it, he said,
“This is not under discussion; when you want unity everything will be settled
with France.”

Our replies were negative, but were tied to Great Britain’s attitude
towards us by comparison with France. If Great Britain attained the removal of
French troops from Syria and Lebanon it will then be possible for us to discuss
the plan he has presented. Before that, any discussion is impossible.

January 1, 1946 The President of the Syrian Republic
S/ Shukri al-Quwatli

Registered in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 1032 — Political reports

10. President Quwatli to King Faruq, November 3, 1946

Top secret
His Majesty King Faruq I, may God preserve him

Your Majesty,

I read your noble address with tears in my eyes and I thank God for
giving Syria a champion and a helper it can have recourse to and who defends
both it and its rights.

The Turks, my Lord, have evil designs with regard to us and whatever
the changes in the situation, the spirit of oppression and domination rules them.
All their dreams are of the restoration of the Ottoman Empire, but weakness
is what restrains them: injustice is buried in their soul; strength reveals it,
weakness hides it.
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The Turks want at all costs to reach agreement with us and the English
want us to do it, but what is the use for us Arabs, and especially for us Syrians?
Absolutely nothing unless becoming a millstone, losing Alexandretta and
losing our unknown future. I thank you, in the name of all Syrians for your
noble defense of our legitimate rights... Syria only sees danger to itself from
its old oppressors, Turks and French. God preserve it from concluding an
agreement with one of them. God preserve you as champion and Treasure of
the Arabs.

November 3, 1946 Shukri al-Quwatli

Registered in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 1305 — Documents

11. From the Governor of the Jazira province to the Prime Minister, December,
1946

Top secret
Confidential
H.E. the Muhafiz of Jazira
to H.E. the President of the Council

Your Excellency,

For 20 days the Turkish-Syrian border has been lined with Turkish
troops. According to information from our services, these concentrations on
the borders of these muhafazat number about 20,000 men. Here we are worried
about this collection of Turkish troops who are engaged in digging trenches
along the whole length of the border, without being able to learn the reason
for this activity.

Yesterday I was in touch with the Turkish Governor of Nardin and asked
him what all this meant. He replied to me,

“We fear that the Kurds of Syria or those of Turkey who have taken
refuge there will cause trouble.”

I think we should attach a very great importance to this concentration of
troops on our borders, because of the rumors which accompany them in this
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province. People are saying in effect that the English have left the hands of the
Turkish and Iraqi Governments free and that they have promised the first some
of the oil from the Syrian Jazira.

The atmosphere in which we live here is very difficult. The strangest
thing is that the Turks are distributing considerable funds to individuals and
to partisans they have here but that we have not yet been able to catch any of
these agents, even though what I am suggesting is well established. Please let
me know your orders.

The Mubhafiz of Jazira,
Abd al-Kader al-Midani

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 1323 — Political reports

12. King Abdullah to the Sultan of Morocco, Muhammad V, May 5, 1947
Top secret

To our revered brother, descendant of the Sharifs, leader of the pure, branch of
the Oriental tree, HM the Sultan of Morocco. May God protect him and give
him life.

May health, mercy and the blessings of Allah be with you.

I received your noble letter, and remained dazzled before a good odor
and the intelligence of its content. God leads you by the hand towards the
happiness of this noble people.

I bring you big news that a British person of great importance has asked
me to give you; it is that the Government of HM the King of Great Britain
sees in you the only man worthy of ruling over the whole of the Arab Maghreb
and that, if there is a decisive victory with Allah’s permission, he will not treat
you as King only of Morocco, but will extend your sovereign rule over all the
countries of the Maghreb, including Algeria and Tunisia.

I pray to God that he guides your hand to exalt the dignity of the Arabs
and Islam.
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I also hope that you will redouble the ambition and distrust with regard
to individuals in your court in the pay of foreigners, enemies of the motherland
and religion.

May health, mercy and the blessings of Allah be on you.

4 Jumada al-Awwal 1366 Your affectionate brother,
May 5, 1947 Abdullah

Letter stolen from the Council (Diwan) of King Abdullah in Amman
Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

No 1703- Political documents

Note: This letter is one of the six exchanged between King Abdullah and the
Sultan of Morocco.

13. Najib al-Armanazi, the Syrian Minister in London to Jamil Mardam, May
6, 1947

Top secret
The Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Damascus

Mr Bevin summoned me and asked me to inform you of the following:

“Under the personal pressure of President Truman I ask the Syrian
Government to give its agreement to the pipeline route, and the passage of
Saudi oil and also ask it to give its agreement to allowing the outlet to be in
Lebanon and not in Syria.”

This was his statement... Then he set out for me the British point of view
on the matter in a few words, “So Lebanon will finally be rid of France”.

Of course, he did not explain the meaning of his words to me. But the
information I have been able to obtain here is that Great Britain was decided
on placing the oil outlet in Syria and not in Lebanon, because it was counting
on our friendship and because it was placing its hopes on the plan for Greater
Syria which would make Syria into an instrument to its liking and because, in
addition, it believed that Lebanon was a region where French influence could
find a foothold.

The result that it now has before it is that America has definitively put its
hand on Lebanon while it abandons us to the mercy of British policy. I believe
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that for us it is the most dangerous stage to pass through, for King Abdullah’s
plan now becomes possible if America favors him to satisfy the demands of the
Jews and of Great Britain.

My opinion is that we should look to Russia, as the situation is extremely
difficult.

May 6, 1947 The Minister Plenipotentiary
Najib al-Armanazi

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
No 2816 — Political reports

14. King Faruq to President Quwatli, May 23, 1947

Top secret
H.E. Shukri al-Quwatli

Greetings and regards. It is really sad that someone should want to doubt
the intentions of those close to him; for me you are above all suspicion and
doubt and your affection for us is above all other considerations, but it seems
that your Minister in London does not want to appreciate the situation the
British want to surround the Arabs with.

Your Excellency is aware of the steps taken here by the Tripolitans to
unite Tripolitania with Egypt, as well as the end result, the oppression and
terror it brings from Great Britain.

So, itis not reasonable to brandish the name of France in all circumstances
to exploit the difficulties the English endure. Although France is not loved
here, we will not allow ourselves to slide into the tide of British interests in the
name of resistance to France and if Great Britain is settled on making France
disappear from North Africa, it only has to do it itself, enough of the twists and
turns and games it is playing with us and others.

All their intentions consist in weakening our position as far as Sudan is
concerned and they want to direct our wishes to other things. Also, they want
to exploit our name and the crown of our ancestors at the same time in order
to establish their sovereignty over Tripolitania, using us as a cover for their
colonialist ambitions and that is what we absolutely refuse to countenance.
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Also, they would like us to work to light the fire in North Africa and to distance
France. It is something we would like and which we shall all force ourselves
to do, but in the interests of the Arabs and not in the interest of Great Britain
which considers itself the guardian of the Arabs.

I hope that your Minister will take our brief reply to them and know we
accept sovereignty over Tripolitania on certain conditions, the most important
and first being that Great Britain must recognize the rightness and true basis of
our position with regard to the question of Sudan.

We will not study the problem of Tripolitania before settling the one
regarding the Sudan.

With my sincerest respect,

May 23, 1947 Your faithful
Faruq

Registered in the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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