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Improving the Use of Research Evidence in Policy
and Practice
Adam Gamoran, Ph.D., President of the William T. Grant Foundation

For nearly two decades, the William T. Grant Foundation has supported
research on improving the use of research evidence in policies and practices
that affect young people. What have we learned? Some of it may surprise
you. For example, researchers think about the problem of connecting
research and practice as a matter of supply: more research is needed, or
the research must be more timely, relevant, and accessible. It turns out,
however, that research use is just as much a problem of demand: building a
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culture of evidence and a capacity to incorporate evidence into the routines
of work. Likewise, research funders often think that connecting research
and practice centers on improving the quality of research, but we have
learned that evidence use is more about the quality of relationships between
producers and consumers of research, and the knowledge brokers who bring
them together. Research-practice partnerships are an important strategy for
building and supporting such relationships, and for this reason they have
become increasingly popular among those who wish to strengthen the ties
between research and practice, particularly in education.

Adam Gamoran, Ph.D. -- Bio

Adam Gamoran is president of the William T. Grant Foundation, a
charitable organization that supports research to improve the lives of
young people ages 5-25 in the United States. Two priorities guide the
Foundation’s grantmaking: identifying ways to reduce inequality in youth
outcomes, and improving the use of research evidence in decisions about
policy and practice that affect young people. Previously, he held the John
D. MacArthur Chair in Sociology and Educational Policy Studies at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he spent three decades engaged
in research on educational inequality and school reform. At Wisconsin,
he also directed the Wisconsin Center for Education Research, chaired
the department of sociology, and served as associate dean for research
and interim dean of the School of Education. His recent writing includes
“Advancing Institutional Change to Encourage Faculty Participation in
Research-Practice Partnerships (Educational Policy, 2023) and “The Future
of Higher Education is Social Impact” (Stanford Social Innovation Review,
2018). In2021-2022, he chaired a committee for the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine that produced the report, The Future
of Education Research at IES: Advancing an Equity-Oriented Science
(National Academies Press, 2022). His research contributions have been
honored by the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management,
the American Educational Research Association, and the Sociology of
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Education Section of the American Sociological Association. He is an
elected member of the National Academy of Education and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and was twice appointed by President
Barack Obama to serve on the National Board for Education Sciences.
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Researchers — Policy-makers — Practitioners —
a Three-Way Partnership: Challenges, Dilemmas
and Strategies

Dr. Orli Haim, Beit Berl College and Tel Aviv University
Dr. Leor Cohen, Open University of Israel
Dr. Ingrid Barth, Open University of Israel

This Researchers — Practitioners — Policy-makers Partnership (RPP)
brings together stakeholders responsible for developing system-
wide professional development (PD) for English teachers from
elementary to undergraduate levels.

Our RPP goals include (1) building effective PD, based on Sims et
al. (2021), to prepare teachers to implement the new national English
curriculum and (2) investigating what works, for whom, under what
circumstances, and how we know this. We will focus on new directions
for systematic monitoring and assessment of how PD ‘translates’ into
enhanced teaching and learning in EFL, using the Strategic Education
Research Partnership (SERP) (2011) as our RPP blueprint.
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