Yariv Feniger January 2025

CURRICULUM VITAE

School of Education, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, P. O. Box 653,
Beer-Sheva, Israel, 84105. +972-8-6461720 (office). Email: fenigery@bgu.ac.il.

Education

B.A. 1992 — 1995, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, International Relations.
M.A. 2001 — 2004, Tel Aviv University, Sociology and Anthropology.
Ph.D. 2005 — 2009, Tel Aviv University, Sociology and Anthropology.

Academic Employment History

2021 -

2016 — 2017
2014 - 2021
2009 - 2014
2008 — 2009

2008 — 2009

2008 — 2009
2006 — 2009

Authored books

Associate Professor, Department of Education, Ben-Gurion
University.
Visiting scholar, School of Education, UC Davis, Davis, California,
USA.
Senior Lecturer, Department of Education, Ben-Gurion University.
Lecturer, Department of Education, Ben-Gurion University.
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Adjunct Lecturer, School of Education, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.
Adjunct Lecturer, School of Education, Tel Aviv University.
Adjunct Lecturer, School of Nursing, Tel Aviv University.

1. Ayalon, Hanna, Nachum Blass, Yariv Feniger and Yossi Shavit. 2019.
Inequality: From Research to Education Policy in Israel. Jerusalem: Taub Center
for Social Policy Studies in Israel.
Hebrew version:
http://taubcenter.org.il/he/educational-inequality-from-research-to-policy-heb/

English version:
http://taubcenter.org.il/wp-content/files mf/educationinequalityinisraeleng.pdf

Editorship of collective volumes

1. Yonah Yossi, Nissim Mizrachi and Yariv Feniger (eds.). 2013. The Politics of
Difference in Israeli Education: A View from Below. Jerusalem: Van Leer
Jerusalem Institute and Hakibutz Hameuhad.

2. Arviv-Elyashiv, Rinat, Yariv Feniger and Yossi Shavit (eds.). 2017. A Chance for
Change? New Developments in Theory and Research in the Sociology of
Education. Tel Aviv: Mofet.

3. Ben-Porat, Guy, Yariv Feniger, Dani Filc, Paula Kabalo and Julia Mirsky (Eds.)
2022. Routledge Handbook on Contemporary Israel. New York: Routledge.
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-on-Contemporary-Israel/Ben-

Porat-Feniger-Filc-Kabalo-irsky/p/book/9780367236526
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Refereed chapters in collective volumes

1.

10.

Feniger, Yariv. 2012. "Student Achievement in Israel: The Challenges of Ethnic
and Religious Diversity." In: Eric Anderman and John Hattie (eds.) International
Guide to Student Achievement. New York: Routledge.

Mizrachi, Nissim, Yehuda Goodman, and Yariv Feniger. 2013. "They are 'Phreaks'
and we are 'Arsim': The Denial of Ethnicity and Class in Tracking Processes in
Israeli High Schools.” In: Yossi Yonah, Nissim Mizrachi and Yariv Feniger (eds.)
The Politics of Difference in Israeli Education: A View from Below. Jerusalem: Van
Leer Jerusalem Institute and Hakibutz Hameuhad.

Ben-Porat, Guy and Yariv Feniger. 2015. "Secularization without Secularism:

The Opening of Shopping Centers on Sabbath as a Test Case.” In: Yochi Fisher

(ed.) Secularization and Secularism: Inter Disciplinary Perspectives. Jerusalem:
Van Leer Jerusalem Institute and Hakibutz Hameuhad.

Feniger, Yariv. 2017. "Attitudes, Aspirations and Achievement among Minority
Students in Israel: Palestinian Arabs and New Immigrants from the FSU." In Rinat
Arviv-Elyashiv, Yariv Feniger and Yossi Shavit (eds.) A Chance for Change? New
Developments in Theory and Research in the Sociology of Education. Tel Aviv:
Mofet.

Mcdossi, Oded and Yariv Feniger. 2017. "Ethno-Religious Gaps in Israeli Higher
Education: Vertical and Horizontal Dimensions.” In Rinat Arviv-Elyashiv, Yariv
Feniger and Yossi Shavit (eds.) A Chance for Change? New Developments in
Theory and Research in the Sociology of Education. Tel Aviv: Mofet.

Feniger, Yariv, Mirit Israeli and Smadar Yehuda. 2017 "The Power of
Numbers: The Adoption and Consequences of National Low-Stakes Standardised
Tests in Israel.” In: Alfredo J. Artiles and Julie Allan (eds.) World Yearbook of
Education 2017: Assessment Inequalities. Abingdon (UK) and New York:
Routledge.

Feniger, Yariv and Michael Atia. 2019. "Rethinking Cause and Effect: Analyzing
Economic Growth and PISA Scores over a Period of Fifteen Years." In: Radhika
Gorur, Sam Sellar and Gita Steiner-Khamsi (eds.) World Yearbook of Education
2019: Comparative Methodology in the Era of Big Data and Global Networks.
Abingdon (UK) and New York: Routledge.

Feniger, Yariv, Mirit Israeli and Smadar Yehuda. 2019 "The Power of
Numbers: The Adoption and Consequences of National Low-Stakes Standardised
Tests in Israel.” In: Julia Resnik (ed.), The Power of Numbers and Networks
Understanding the Mechanisms of Diffusion of Educational Models. Abingdon
(UK) and New York: Routledge.

Feniger, Yariv, Yossi Shavit and Shir Caller. 2021. "Schooling and Equity in
Israel.” In George Noblit (Ed.), Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Education. New
York: Oxford University Press.

Feniger, Yariv, Yossi Shavit and Shir Caller. 2022. "The Israeli Education
System." In Guy Ben-Porat, Yariv Feniger, Dani Filc, Paula Kabalo and Julia
Mirsky (Eds.), Routledge Handbook on Contemporary Israel. New York:
Routledge.



Yariv Feniger page 3

Encyclopedia entries
1. Feniger, Yariv. 2020. "Israel, Higher Education in." The Sage Encyclopedia of
Higher Education, edited by Miriam E. David and Marilyn J. Amey. Sage
Publications.

Refereed articles in scientific journals

1. Mizrachi, Nissim, Yehuda Goodman, and Yariv Feniger. 2009. "‘I Don’t Want to
See It’: Decoupling Ethnicity from Social Structure in Jewish Israeli High
Schools.” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 37 (7): 1203-1225.

2. Ben-Porat, Guy and Yariv Feniger. 2009. "Live and Let Buy? Consumerism,
Secularization and Liberalism." Comparative Politics, 41 (3): 293-314.

3. Feniger, Yariv, Idit Livneh and Abraham Yogev. 2009. "International Surveys of
Educational Achievement and the Globalization of Educational Goals." Megamot,
46 (3): 337-355.

4. Feniger, Yariv and Ephraim Yuchtman-Yaar. 2010. "Risk Groups in Exposure to
Terror: The Case of Israel’s Citizens." Social Forces, 88 (3): 1451-1462.

5. Feniger, Yariv. 2011. "The Gender Gap in Advanced Math and Science Course
Taking: Does Same-Sex Education Make a Difference?" Sex Roles, 65: 670-679.

6. Feniger, Yariv and Yossi Shavit. 2011. "The Demographic Price: Fertility Rates
and Educational Achievements.” Israeli Sociology, 13(1): 55-80.

7. Ben-Porat, Guy and Yariv Feniger. 2012. "It Takes Two for a Culture War." Social
Science Quarterly, 93(3): 838-857.

8. Feniger, Yariv, Idit Livneh and Abraham Yogev. 2012. "Globalization and the
Politics of International Tests: The Case of Israel”. Comparative Education 48(3):
323-335.

9. Feniger, Yariv. 2013. "Psychology, Tracking and Inequality: The Reform in State
Religious Comprehensive Schools as a Test Case.” Al-Nibras 7: 106-136.

10. Ben-Porat, Guy and Yariv Feniger. 2014. "Unpacking Secularization: Structural
Changes, Individual Choices and Ethnic Paths." Ethnicities 14: 91-112.

11. Feniger, Yariv, Yossi Shavit and Hanna Ayalon 2014." Religiosity, Reading and
Educational Achievement among Jewish Students in Israel." International Journal of
Jewish Education Research 7: 29-67.

12. Feniger, Yariv and Adam Lefstein. 2014. "How Not to Reason with PISA Data: An
Ironic Investigation.”" Journal of Education Policy 29(6): 845-855.

13. Feniger, Yariv, Oded Mcdossi and Hanna Ayalon. 2015. "Ethno-Religious
Differences in Israeli Higher Education: Vertical and Horizontal Dimensions."
European Sociological Review 31(4): 383-396.

14. Feniger, Yariv. 2015. "Jewish Ethnicity and Educational Opportunities in Israel:
Evidence from a Curricular Reform." Race Ethnicity and Education 18(4): 567-588.

15. Feniger, Yariv and Hanna Ayalon. 2016. "English as a Gatekeeper: Inequality
between Jews and Arabs in Access to Higher Education in Israel.” International
Journal of Educational Research 76: 104-111.

16. Feniger, Yariv, Mirit Israeli and Smadar Yehuda. 2016. "The Power of Numbers:
The Adoption and Consequences of National Low-Stakes Standardised Tests in
Israel.” Globalisation, Societies and Education 14(2): 183-202.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Feniger, Yariv, Oded Mcdossi and Hanna Ayalon. 2016. "Inequality in Bachelor's
Degree Completion: Social Background and Institutional Characteristics." Israeli
Sociology 18(1): 82-104.

Feniger, Yariv, Anastasia Gorodzeisky and Michal Krumer-Nevo. 2019.

"Who Pays the Price for Parental Education-Occupation Mismatch? Evidence from
an Israeli City." Sage Open.

Feniger, Yariv. 2020 "Evidence-Based Decision Making or a Tunnel Vision
Effect? TIMSS, Problem Definition and Policy Change in Israeli Mathematics
Education.” Critical Studies in Education 61(3): 363-379.

Pinson, Halleli, Yariv Feniger and Yael Barak. 2020. "Explaining a Reverse
Gender Gap in Advanced Physics and Computer Science Course-Taking: An
Exploratory Case Study Comparing Hebrew-Speaking and Arabic-Speaking High
Schools in Israel." Journal of Research in Science Teaching 57(8): 1177-1198.
Bar-Haim, Eyal and Yariv Feniger. 2021. "Tracking in Israeli High Schools: Social
Inequality after 50 Years of Educational Reforms.” Longitudinal and Life Course
Studies 12(3): 423-440.

Feniger, Yariv, Eyal Bar-Haim and Carmel Blank. 2021. "From Social Origin to
Selective High School Courses: Ability Grouping as a Mechanism of Securing
Social Advantage in Israeli Secondary Education.” Research in Social Stratification
and Mobility 76, 100627.

Feniger, Yariv, Oded Mcdossi and Hanna Ayalon. 2022. "College Gender
Composition and Bachelor's Degree Completion: The Disadvantage of Enroliment
in a Male-Dominated Institution." Journal of Gender Studies 31(4): 478-491.
Cohen Zamir, Avner, Adam Lefstein and Yariv Feniger. 2022. "‘He Doesn’t
Deserve to Be in the Higher Track’: Teachers’ Justifications in Student Tracking
Discussions." Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education 43(4): 543-
555.

Sabag, Noy and Yariv Feniger. 2022. "Parents’ Resistance to Standardized Testing
in a Highly Centralized System: The Emergence of an Opt-Out Movement in
Israel.” Education Policy Analysis Archives 30, 135.

Blank, Carmel, Maria Charles, Yariv Feniger and Halleli Pinson. 2022. "Context
Matters: Differential Gendering of Physics in Arabic speaking, Hebrew speaking,
and Single Sex State Schools in Israel. " Sex Roles (published online: 8 June 2022).
Feniger, Yariv, Eyal Bar-Haim, Anastasia Gorodzeisky and Hanna Ayalon. 2023.
"Educational reforms and long-term educational and occupational achievements of
high school students in the 1990°s: Ethnicity and gender among Israeli Jews." Kriot
Israeliot 3: 70-108.

Feniger, Yariv. 2023. “The End of Israeli State (Mamlachti) Education? The Sources
of the Current Crises, Risks and Opportunities.” Israeli Sociology 24(2): 244-252.
Budge, Jason, Maria Charles, Yariv Feniger and Halleli Pinson. 2023. “The
Gendering Of Tech Selves: Aspirations For Computing Jobs among Jewish and
Arab/Palestinian Adolescents in Israel.: Technology in Society 73:102245. (Authors
are listed in alphabetical order to denote equal contribution).
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30. Anastasia Gorodzeisky, Yariv Feniger and Hanna Ayalon. 2023. “Child Age at
Migration, High School Course-Taking, and Higher Education.” Children and
Youth Services Review 155: 107188.

31. Schindler, Steffen, Eyal Bar-Haim, Carlo Barone, Jesper Fels Birkelund, Vikki
Boliver, Queralt Capsada-Munsech, Jani Erola, Marta Facchini, Yariv Feniger, Laura
Heiskala, Estelle Herbaut, Mathieu Ichou, Kristian Bernt Karlson, Corinna Kleinert,
David Reimer, Claudia Traini, Moris Triventi, Louis-André Vallet. 2024.
"Educational Tracking and Social Inequalities in Long-Term Labor Market
Outcomes." International Journal of Comparative Education 65(1): 39-62.

32. Feniger, Yariv, Jenna Goldshtein, and Dana Vedder-Weiss. 2024. "Professional
Learning Communities Under Test-Based Accountability: Evidence From an Israeli
Intervention Programme."” Journal of Education Policy 39 (4), 640-659.

33. Feniger, Yariv, Anastasia Gorodzeisky, Eyal Bar-Haim, and Hanna Ayalon. 2024.
"Immigrant Selectivity and Educational Outcomes of Immigrant Children: A
Temporal Perspective." Journal of International Migration and
Integration (Published online: 30 August 2024).

34. Plotkin-Amrami, Galia, Yariv Feniger, and Yam Umansky. 2024. "Medicalising
Agents? Teachers’ Uncertainty and Emerging Expertise in the Age of Inclusion
Policy and Medicalisation in Israel." Sociology of Health & IlIness (Published
online:27 September 2024).

35. Abu, Ofir, Yariv Feniger, and Guy Ben-Porat. "“We just want equality”:
perceptions of police, racism, and citizenship in Israel." Ethnic and Racial
Studies (Published online: 15 Oct 2024).

Unrefereed professional publications

1. Feniger, Yariv, Idit Livneh and Abraham Yogev. 2009. "PISA and the Public
Hysteria." Hed Hachinuch 83 (7): 29-31.

2. Feniger, Yariv. 2010. "Are Meytzav Tests Good or Bad for Our Education
System?" Hed Hachinuch 84 (4): 22-24.

3. Ben-Porat, Guy and Yariv Feniger. 2011. The Status Quo and the Silent Majority:
Public Opinion Regarding Civil Marriage in Israel. Jerusalem: Hiddush.

4. Feniger, Yariv and Yossi Shavit. 2011. The Demographic Cost: Birth Rates and
Achievement on International Tests. Policy Paper No. 2011.10. Taub Center for
Social Policy Studies in Israel. http://taubcenter.org.il/the-demographic-cost/

5. Feniger, Yariv and Adam Lefstein. 2015. Pedagogy in Israel: Conclusions. Pp.
136-139 in: Itay Pollak, Aliza Segal, and Adam Lefstein (eds), Pedagogy in
Israel: Activity and Discourse in Classrooms. Be’er Sheva: Laboratory for the
Study of Pedagogy, Department of Education, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev. http://dialogicpedagogy.com/israeli-pedagoqgy.

6. Feniger, Yariv and Adar Cohen. 2021. "We Don't Need So Many Matriculation
Exams." Haaretz Weekend Supplement 5 February 2021.
https://www.haaretz.co.il/magazine/the-edge/.premium.HIGHL IGHT-1.9509627

7. Bar-Haim, Eyal, Carmel Blank and Yariv Feniger. 2021. LIFETRACK Policy Brief
— Israel. http://lifetrack.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PB05 _lIsrael.pdf
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8.

Schindler, Steffen et al. 2021. "Educational Tracking and Long-Term Outcomes by
Social Origin: Seven Countries in Comparison." DIAL Working Paper Series
02/2021. https://dynamicsofinequality.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DIAL-WP-
Schindler-et-al.-Educational-tracking-in-template.pdf

Bar-Haim, Eyal and Yariv Feniger. 2022. "Tracking and Its Long-Term Effects on
Educational Achievements and Earnings of High School Students in the 1990s."
Taub Center for Social Policy Studies in Israel. https://www.taubcenter.org.il/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/Tracking-Effects-on-High-School-Students-ENG.pdf

Main Research Grants

1.

2012. Yariv Feniger and Hanna Ayalon. Access to Higher Education among Israeli
Youth from Underprivileged Social Groups. Gandir Foundation. $18,000.

2012 — 2013. Yariv Feniger and Hanna Ayalon. Social Inequality in Higher
Education: Institutions, Fields of Study and B.A. Completion. Rothschild Caesarea
Foundation. $45,000.

2012 — 2014. Adam Lefstein, Yariv Feniger and Hadar Netz. Inside Israeli
Pedagogy. Philanthropic Foundation. $145,000.

2014 —2017. Adam Lefstein, Yariv Feniger, Christa Asterhan, Orit Parnafes and
Aliza Segal. Large Scale Development of Teacher Professional Discourse and
Leadership. Philanthropic Foundation. $960,000.

2016 —2019. Dana Vedder-Weiss, Adam Lefstein, Guy Roth, Yariv Feniger, Christa
Asterhan and Aliza Segal. Leading Teachers Changing Reality - A Development and
Research Programme. Philanthropic Foundation. $1,200,000.

2017 — 2020. Anastasia Gorodzeisky, Yariv Feniger and Hanna Ayalon. The Long
Arm of Children's Age at Immigration: Educational and Labor Market Outcomes.
Israel Science Foundation. $125,000.

2019 — 2022. Yariv Feniger, Halleli Pinson and Maria Charles. Why Do More Arab
Than Jewish Girls Study STEM? Assessing Effects of Material Insecurity and Self-
Expressive Culture on Curricular Paths in Israel. US-Israel Binational Science
Foundation. $171,000.

2022- 2025 Yariv Feniger and Idit Fast. Enrollment Patterns and Processes in New
Selective ‘Excellence’ Programs: Insights on Reproduction and Opportunity
Hoarding from Israeli Middle Schools. Israel Science Foundation. $160,000.
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