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Course name: Discourse, Teaching and Learning

Course number: Fall semester: 129.2.0442; Spring semester: 129.2.0452

Lecturer: Adam Lefstein

Goals:

What happens in classrooms? Why? And what are the implications for learning?
This seminar investigates classrooms as sites of teaching and learning — and other
activities — through examination of the different ways in which classroom discourse
and interaction have been investigated and theorised in the research literature, and
through explorations of video and audio recorded classroom lessons. The seminar
weaves together four sets of issues:

e Theoretical frames: What assumptions do we bring with us in thinking about
what happens in classrooms (and social action more generally)?

e Methodological frames: How should classrooms be researched?

e Pedagogical issues: What pupils are learning and how should teachers act?

e Professional issues: Who decides what counts as knowledge about
classrooms?

Course goals include:

a) To become acquainted with central approaches to research classroom
interaction, discourse, teaching and learning — their assumptions, justifications,
advantages and problems.

b) To examine current practices of teaching and learning in Israeli schools: their
historical and cultural roots, their underlying assumptions, and their
educational advantages and problems.

c) To conduct inquiry in their own or another’s classrooms.

Course content:
1) Observing and discussing video representations of teaching
2) Introduction to discourse and discourse analysis
3) Review of learning theories
4) Classroom discourse — structural analysis
5) Linguistic Ethnographic analysis




6) Power relations and interactional regime

7) Linguistic and cultural repertoires and classroom participation
8) Processes of social identification

9) Small group discourse and interaction

10) Dialogic teaching

11) Questions and questioning

12) Teacher feedback

13) The teacher’s role in managing classroom discussion

14) Analysis of participants’ data

Course requirements:

1) Attendance and preparation mandatory

2) Reading tasks — 20%

3) Presentation of data — 10%

4) Final paper — 70%
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