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Goals:
The primary aim of this course is to introduce students to “qualitative” research logics in
education and to offer opportunities for first-hand experience with some aspects of qualitative
methods. As part of this course we will discuss the ontological and epistemological
assumptions underlying qualitative research paradigms; we will examine the main differences
between various research approaches; and we will discuss the conditions under which different
approaches are appropriate, and what are their roles and contributions to educational theory and
practice. Likewise, throughout the course we will discuss various ethical and epistemological
issues such as the role of the researcher, trustworthiness and reflexivity. At the end of the
course students will —
e Understand the thinking behind “qualititative” methodologies: assumptions, theories,
traditions, principles, methods and central problems;
e Have gained some experience with central tools for data collection and analysis;
e Design research programmes;
e C(Critique others’ research; and
e Understand the potential contribution of qualitative research and perspectives for
practical educational activity.

Course content:

Introductions
1) What is research and what is “qualitative” research?
2) Principles (and controversies) in qualitative research
3) Critique of research and quality criteria

Central research traditions
4) Ethnography
5) Grounded theory




6) Case studies

7) Discourse analysis

8) Ethnomethodology

9) Action research and relatives
Research tools

10) Participant-observation and fieldwork

11) Interviewing

12) Focus groups

13) Thematic analysis

14) Critical discourse analysis

15) Conversation analysis

16) Alternative research tools and mixed methods

17) Data, theory and interpretation
Research design

18) Research questions

19) Site selection and sampling

20) Planning a research programme

21) Ethics

22) Writing and representation

Course requirements:

1) Attendance and participation (in small group sessions) —  10%
2) Portfolio, including 4 critical reading assignments and
6 brief research exercises (part submitted at the end of

the first semester, part at end of course) — 50%
3) Detailed research proposal (submitted in four stages) — 40%
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