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Ben Gurion University of the Negev
The faculty of Social Science

Syllabus
Education Department 2019-2020

Course name: Beyond school: learning in in-formal environments
Course number:

Lecturer: Dana VVedder-Weiss

Course Hours: Wednesday 12-14

Reception Hours: Wednesday 14-15

General description and Goals:

Learning takes place in different contexts and environments across the life span. In this course,
we will learn about, examine and experience intentional and non-intentional learning in various
in/non formal environments, such as: museums, nature, zoo, home and the workplace. The
course will focus on relevant learning theories, derivative pedagogical approaches (such as
outdoor learning, place-based learning, learning-on-the-job and unschooling), research
approaches and a critical discussion of the affordances and constrains of learning in such
environments and the implications for design and instruction. The course will include reading
and discussion of papers, development and facilitation of a learning activity in an in-formal
environment, field-trips, reflective observation of the course learning processes and a final
project developed and presented in an all-day hackathon event during the summer break.
Participation in the Hackathon is obligatory, and it will replace two classes and will involve
students from other courses as well. During the hackathon students will complete their projects
and present them (date will be announces at the beginning of the year).

Course Chapters:

Learning theories and concepts, such as: Experience (Dewey), constructivism, situated
learning, apprenticeship and communities of practice.
Out-door, field-trip learning

Learning in museums, zoos and science centers

Family learning

Learning in playground

Hobby learning

Learning on-the-job (including teachers professional learning)
Place-based learning

Un-schooling

Course requirements:

Attendance: Required

Active participation at classes 10%

Group assignment — development and facilitation of a learning activity in an in-formal
environment: 25%

Interim assignment - (critical analysis and reflection of activity): 25%

Final Project (design and presentation in a Hackathon): 40%

Total: 100%
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