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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Syllabus

Department of Education 2014-2015

Course Name: Normal and abnormal development

Number: winter semester: 12920011 , spring semester 12920022
Lecture: Dr. Idit Katz

Instruction Objectives:

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to deepen the knowledge about normal and abnormal development, and
about the connection between development and adaptive school behavior.

This course deals with different aspects of development. Normal and abnormal developmental paths, as
well as the congruence between the developmental level and symptoms typical to disorders, dysfunctions
and pathology in development will be presented.

The knowledge regarding normal and abnormal developmental paths will enable school counselors and
psychologists to hold a developmental perspective while analyzing various episodes in school.

On successful completion of the course, the student should be able to:

1. Identify normal and abnormal developmental paths
2. Know what steps to take in order to support students with developmental disabilities in school
and their families.

Chapters:

1. Motor development: The normal path of fine and gross motor development. Motor development
dysfunctions: C.P, Motor Dyspraxia, motor Dysgraphia.

2. Sensory Integration: The normal path of development of sensory integration functioning and its
implication on adoptive school performance. SI dysfunctions: tactile defensiveness, gravitational
insecurity, vestibular be-lateral disorder.

3. Tourette syndrome: Signs, symptoms, causes, and treatment in school.

4. Personal and social communication: Normal developmental path of personal and social
communication. Dysfunctions: Autistic spectrum disorders

5. The visually impaired student in the classroom

6. Students with epilepsy in school

7. The exceptional child in the family: The effect that child with special needs may have on his family.
Challenges families face.

Attendants: Mandatory
Essays: 2 X 40=80

Observation: 1X 20= 20
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