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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Syllabus

Department of Education 2013-14

Course Name: Is it still necessary to “go to school”? Alternatives to
formal institutional learning in the digital age

Number:129-2-0483
Lecture: Prof. Roni Aviram

Instruction Objectives:

The course will present the educational crisis that characterizes education systems in the
postmodern world and the failures of attempts to face it, and will defend the claim that
today there is a need to develop a new system which is based to a large extent on
distance learning. The students will develop a systematic response to these claims, either
by accepting them and presenting an alternative structure for an education system that is
based on the internet’s many possibilities; or by rejecting them and critically explaining
why the current school structure, which is based on “going to school”, is still necessary
and effective.

Chapters:

First semester:

I. The crisis of education in the postmodern era:
1. The postmodern revolutions and their influence on the goals of education
2. The postmodern revolutions and their influence on the content of education
3. The postmodern revolutions and the organizational structure of education
4. The postmodern revolutions and their influence on didactics
5. The postmodern revolutions and the attitudes toward the target audience of the

educational process

I1. How should we face the crisis:
The 3 dominant patterns of response: oblivion and the technocratic response,
explorations, the conservative approach

Second semester:
Will be dedicated to student presentations (referats)




Requirements:

Attendance:
Essays/papers: 100%
Exams:

Total 100%
Bibliography:
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